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Rev. Abey Peter

One of the greatest invitations
for a Christian is the invitation to
imitate God. It is one of the
themes, which has wide
implications and is discussed from
different perspectives. On the one
hand the Christian writers and
preachers deal with this theme,
from the theological and academic
dimensions, where its logical and
theological frameworks, based on
the Word of God are discussed. On
the other hand, the very practical
dimensions, related to the day-to-
day life contexts, where Christian
virtues are practiced, are dealt
with. Both dimensions are taken
with the basic Christian
understanding that all Christians
who have accepted the Lordship
of Christ must mirror or reflect
Him, so that our very lives become
the Gospel. Itis presenting God to
the world by one’s life itself. When
Jesus said to His disciples, “as my
father sent me, | send you” it was
a powerful command to present
God though their words and deeds.
When John wrote that “no one has

WALK IN HIS LOVE

An Invitation to Imitate God

ever seen God, but the one and
only Son, who is Himself God and
is at the Father’s side, has made
Him known”, was an extraordinary
statement how Jesus translated His
father through his life in a way that
people could understand. Jesus
imitated his father and the call for
us today is the same that is to
reflect God. As Jesus revealed His
father and made known Him to this
world, are we not given the
command to continue the ministry
of Jesus, reflecting him to the
people who would not know him
otherwise?

The subject ‘Imitate God’
challenges every Christian,
reminding them of their
responsibilities and privileges.
This concept could be better
understood from a growth
perspective, starting from
obscurity and growing to clarity,
as day by day we reflect God
clearly.lt is like mirroring an image
through a blurred or broken piece
and in the course of time the
blurred piece becomes clear mirror

where the image is reflected
accurately. The “Christ experience’
takes broken life to a healing mode
and then to a growing mode.
Acceptance of the Lordship of the
Christ in one’s life, which will be
the starting point for this growth
and the process, continues as he/
she keeps the relationship live, and
in the growth mode. This growth
must lead the person into the
wholeness/maturity where the
mirroring becomes clearer as life
progresses. Christians are called to
imitate God by reflecting His
character, which is mandatory. It
will not happen overnight but by a
deliberate attempt from one’s side
and the grace of God would
definitely take a Christian from
his/her blurredness to clarity
through whom the unbroken image
of God is presented to the world.

The instruction to enter into the
spiritual growth mode and the
inspiration to reflect the attributes
of God is obvious in the New
Testament. On several occasions
Apostle Peter and Apostle Paul
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presented the growth metaphor,
which helps the person to replicate
God clearer through their lives.
Though on diverse occasions, the
New Testament instructs the
people of God to have a passion
for Spiritual growth, the ultimate
aim is to bring in the human the
wholeness or maturity centered in
God. Among all these passages the
note of Apostle Paul to Ephesians,
in chapter 5, stays unique as he
encourages the Ephesians to
imitate God. Itis fascinating to see
how Apostle Paul develops the
concept of Spiritual Growth in a
believer and the need of
understanding oneself in God as
mandatory, to mirror God.

Ephesians speaks about the
incredible blessings the people of
God have in Christ Jesus. The
whole book could be seen as a
canvas where Paul draws the life
of people who were once dead in
sin (2: 1-2), but brought to life by
God (2: 4-5), blessed by all the
spiritual blessings (1:3-14),
instructed to grow in love and
unity through Christ (4: 15-16) and
help others grow so that the church
becomes healthy and growing and
full of love (4: 16). The required
growth of a Christian reflected
here takes him/her more and more
to be like Christ (4:15). The
spiritual growth Paul pictured here
is an ongoing process starting from
the blurredness of sin and
culminates in the perfection of
God. The anticipated growth of a
believer is obvious when
comparing the old self with the
new self.

After illustrating the old self
and new self Paul sums up in one
the all-inclusive command,
inviting the Ephesians to be the
imitators of God. Though the
punching effect of Imitating God
(5:1) is in relation with love, Paul
in the following verses takes the
mind of the readers to the change
of emotion, attitude, reactions,
words and actions, in order to
imitate God. Along with these,
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Ephesians speaks about the
relationship in different levels,
unity and peace in Christ. So, it is
obvious that Apostle Paul desired
for the people of God to have a
holistic change and growth in
order to imitate God. The all-
transforming effect of the work of
Christ must penetrate into the
human, triggering growth towards
wholeness. The positive change in
the whole personality of a believer
as described in the book of
Ephesians, stands as paradigm for
imitating God.

Paul inspires the Ephesians to
imitate God in every action. It is
all about a transformed life, a life
growing in Christ, ambitious to
attain the perfection. When we are
encouraged to imitate God, it is not
about His sovereignty, which is
beyond our means, but His
attributes, particularly the
comprehensive instruction “walk
in His love”. So our thoughts and
actions become vital in imitating
God. For Paul, Christ is the perfect
paradigm of imitating God by
living a life of love. The entire
Christian life may be summed up
as a life of imitating God as
beloved children as we walk in
love. Paul correctly combines the
invitation for imitation with the
relationship one has to maintain
with God (5:1). Unless and until
the relationship with God through
Christ is in the right track, one
cannot imitate God.

Paul doesn’t stop with
redemption of human being from
the dimness of sin, but he further
portrays the need of growth and
development so that everyone who
is implanted to the new life would
be able to imitate God in
perfection. Thus it is not only the
reorientation of life once for all but
a continuous refining by the power
of God, which is vital for the
growth towards wholeness. The
process of refining will help one
to be a mirror, which reflects God
with perfect clarity. The cracks and
dimness make the image unclear

to the viewers. The value of a
mirror is not in itself, but in its
potential to let something else be
seen. Those who are redeemed and
adopted into the family of God
must reflect God.

One of the most important
applications of this concept is to
make ourselves whole and clear
day by day,so that God is reflected
in and through our lives. God
demands from us the willingness
and aptitude to imitate Him in this
world. Like the dimness makes the
image unclear in the mirror for the
viewers, the ceased or interrupted
growth in Christ would definitely
make God unclear in us. So the
spiritual growth becomes
mandatory for every believer. This
development of each believer of
Christ from blurredness to clarity
makes us reflect God in any given
situation. So the impact of
mirroring God must penetrate all
areas of our lives. We should be
controlled by the regenerated and
Spirit  empowered  mind,
understanding God’s heart and
obeying His regulations. Let us
mirror God almighty, so that
people who see us will understand
God and His character, which is
the ultimate mission of the saints
in this world.

The life of a believer becomes
very crucial when it comes to
presenting God in the world we
live. Every action, including its
motives and attitude, become vital
as we are given the responsibility
to reflect Him. We have to ask
ourselves, whether we are
mirroring Him so that through our
lives He will be visible to a world,
which doesn’t know him. We must
be in the growth mode moving
towards perfect clarity, absorbing
the virtues and standards of God,
making God clear in us. It is my
prayer that each and every one of
us may reflect God in the situations
we are placed so that many will
come to the saving knowledge of
Christ. It is not optional but
mandatory. Shalom!
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t LIVING HOPE

GOSPEL MINISTRIES

...Saving Lives for Christ

R - ; N N,/ A- RN 4
PROMISE OF LOVE VILLAGE MINISTRY STEWARDS OF GRACE

Lend your Hands for a Harvest

30% of the world's unreached lives in India.

480,000 villages are still without a single church.

35 cities with a million people or above.

400 million people in India have never heard about Jesus
70% people live in villages.

Will you stand with us
to reach the unreached?

If you have a heart for north india and a burden for the gospel a great opportunity
is waiting for you. Partner with living hope to fulfill your call to ministry.

e ——e .

YOUR OPPORTUNITIES

@; thu'ri_:h Planting (v Bible School
(v) Youth Ministry (v, Children’s Home
(v Community Outreach

& www.livinghopegm.org ) == "
Phase Il - Rohit Nagar - Bhopal - MP - India 23
PO. Box 701 - Friendswood - Texas 77549 - USA
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