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Dr. Mathew Varghese,
Okalahoma

Bible gives the detailed account
of the mission of the Holy Spirit in
the old testament and new
testament. The mission of the holy
spirit occurs first in the book of
Genesis. Genesis 1:1 gives an
opening summary of God’s creation
of the entire universe. Verse 2
describes the earliest condition of
the earth as tohu and bohu,
shapeless and uninhabited. In the
initial stage, the spirit of God
(Ruham Elohim) was moving over
the watery mass. The movement of
the spirit of God over the water is
described by the Hebrew word
merahepet, which describes the
hovering like an eagle over her nest.

Hovering brings something
out of nothing

The earth was formless and
empty. it was devoid of substances.
The canvas had been prepared but
the picture had yet to be painted in
all its beauty. It was a place of
nothingness. the framework had
been formed but the internal features
were yet to be filled in. the spirit
was involved in the process of
taking the potential to completed the
form. The spirit was in charge from
the beginning, energizing the
planning and delivery of the final
product through the hovering
process to bring something out of
nothing.

Hovering brings life

The is the basic mission of the
spirit in many areas, including the
creation. John 6:63. Throughout the
Bible, the Spirit is that which makes
creation live. This is true for
creation as a whole, which only
comes into being as God sends his
Spirit in the act of creation (Ps. 33:6;
104:30), and it’s even more clear
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for humans who only live insofar
as they have the Spirit of the God in
them (Job 33:4). Spirit of God gives
the life to creation.

Hovering brings order

The holy spirit is the director of
all order in creation. he is first seen
brooding over the primal chaos and
producing order. he is the force of
all the intelligent mathematical
precision in nature. Seedtime, harv-
est, cold, heat, summer, winter, day
and night are his infinite precision
and mathematical regularity. The
creation is one of order. this is seen
in the heavens and the earth (lIsiah
40:12). Spirit of God is the intelligent
administrator.

Hovering brings beauty

The holy spirit is the creator of
the beauty. Job tells that it was the
holy spirit who made splendid the
heavens (Job 26:13, Psalms 33;6).
Mathew Henry comments that the
spirit not only made the heavens but
beautified them: has curiously

THE HOVERING

SP

bespangled them with stars by night
and painted them with the light of
the sun by day. The spirit is the
creator of all the beautiful richness
of all color and form in the living
and non-living beings in the universe.
Spirit of God is the designer.

Hovering brings care and
protection

The phrase like an eagle stirs up
nest appear in the context of care
and protection. The vibrant presence
of the spirit with his outstretched
wings of care. God is clearly present
to creation as he shapes and molds
it for his purposes. The Ruhah
brood, as a mother bird broods over
the eggs. She waited patiently over
the nest and held her outstretched
wings over the nest and would
flutter so slightly and keep the temp-
erature of love. This magnifi-cent
metaphor reveals the tireless effort,
the care and the love that was exhi-
bited at that moment. Spirit of God

is the caretaker. (Cont... page 13)
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THE HOVERING OF THE SPIRIT

(from page 9)

Ruha Elohim is brooded over the
formless void of chaos, and which
has brooded over the messy lives
of God’s people throughout history,
also broods over our messy lives
as well; looking for ways to bring
purpose and meaning to our chaos;
looking for ways to bring light and
hope into our darkness; and

affirming that, despite the chaos and
darkness around us, that creation is
good and lovely and something to
be cherished. And all because of the
Spirit of God— the breath of God—
broods and hovers over us all like a
tender mother. Spirit of God is
moving to bring life, order, beauty,
care and growth in our present-day
situation.
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OFFERED COURSES DURATION MEDIUM REQUIREMENTS
. Master of Divinity (M.Div) 2/3 Years English Degree / B.Th in lind Class
. Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) 3 Years English 10+2/ Equivalent
. Diploma in theology (Dip. Th.) 3 Years Malayalam S.S.L.C. Passed
. Graduate in Theology (G.Th.) 2 Years Malayalam S.S.L.C.
. Certificate in Theology (C.Th.) 1 Year Malayalam S.S.L.C.

LIGHT FOR INDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Perumkadavﬂa, Trlvandrum

Accredited by INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THEOLOGICAL ACCREDITATION (IATA)

Salient Features:

0% T R AT « Spirit-filled and well-qualified faculty
4. YA LY e Serene atmospherefor prayer and study Next Batch Commences
ok « Ample opportunities for practical training in June 2018
ood Library facility : —
Ilghtforlndla org cholarshlps for deserving students LG0T

Courses Offered Duration ~ Medium  Acad. Requirements | Contact Immediately:

Master of Divinity (M.Div.) 2/3 Years English B.Th./Degree ¢ 'T_he Reglstra.r, : |

Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) 3 Years  English Plus Two/Equivalent Light f?(r Indl_? Bible College

Graduate in Theology (G.Th.)  3Years  English SSLC Pass Pgrum adavila PO, _
T . : ) ; Trivandrum, Kerala 695124
A Diploma in Theology (Dip.Th.) 2Years  English SSLC Pass Blodil: iehtforndis@ b LRl cont
G ;emhcate in Theoiog (_C.T_h.) 2_Ye?rs | Engllsh N No R_qulr‘ements R fpRealell i X ; _'.1
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