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Dr. AU George

(Pastor, Peaceway Community
Church in Dallas)

Savationthrough JesusChrigtis
the most important subject that the
bible presents (John 20:31).
Preserving faithin periloustimesand
preparing for thecoming of theLord
areintegral partsof Christianlife.
Thebook of Hebrews portrays Jesus
Christ asthe author and finisher of
our faith (Hebrews 12:2) aswell as
the danger of neglecting this‘ great
salvation’ (Hebrews2:3). However,
apostasy will be an important
phenomenon of the end time (1
Timothy 4:1). Theapostle Paul cals
thisphenomenonin history as, “the
periloustimes’ (2 Timothy 3:1). The
word perilous describes a society
that isbarren of virtue but abounding
with vices; a society that shows a
form of godliness, but denies its
power (2 Timothy 3:5). Concerning
the end time, Jesus Himself have
said; “ For false christs and false
prophets will rise and show great
signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, eventheelect” (Matthew
24:24).

Would it be possibleto preserve
our faith when we are confronted
with such periloustimes? Thebible
clearly showsthat it is possible to
preserve our faith and stay focused
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on Jesus Christ even in the most
difficult circumstances. Therefore,
unveiling thelifeand faith of Jewish
peoplewould be helpful for achild
of Godto preservethefaith and stay
focused on Jesus Christ.

The Jewish history portrays a
clear example on how they
preserved their faith and spiritual
identity. Thefoundation of Jewish
faith and national identity was
threatened after Nebuchadnezzar’'s
invasion of Jerusalem. After the
destruction of Jerusalem and the
Templethe Jewscould haveeasily
lost their spiritual and national
identity, becausetheir pride of being
achosen race came to acomplete
halt. Inadditiontothenationa and
religious crisisthe people of Judah
were displaced into a kingdom
where they were vulnerable to
variouscompromises. Thebook of
Daniel demonstrates some of the
ordealsthe Jews had to encounter
in Babylon. Thebibleforbidsthe
Jews from eating food offered to
idols. Therefore, the Jewish young
men refrained from eating thefood
provided in the palace in order to
keep themsalvesfrom being defiled.
When Daniel decidedtoworship his
God despite the royal order to
worship the king, he was thrown
intotheden of lions. Whenthethree
Hebrew children refused toworship
the Babylonian God, they were
throwninto thefiery furnace. The
book of Esther further demonstrates
that the Jews lived a distinct
community lifeevenwhenthey were
living far away fromtheir land.

As a matter of fact, the Jews
refined their faithin'Yahweh while
they were in Babylon and
rejuvenated their national identity in
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ageneration, of which mgjority were
not bornin Judah.

After the destruction of the
Templethe Jews moved their focus
fromthebuilding, the Temple, tothe
book, theword. TheJewsin Exile
satisfied most of their spiritual
aspirationsby focusing ontheword.
Thisisseenintheshiftinfocusfrom
prieststothe scribesinthelater part
of Judaism. Thescribesapparently
played a more important role
because the ordinary Jew who was
born and raised up in Babylon did
not read or write Hebrew.
Therefore, the Jewsneeded the help
of someone who could teach them
the Hebrew Scripturein Aramaic.
With the emergence of the new
scribal classascriptural education
wasemphasized, especidly because
of their statusin Babylon.

Thenew desirefor the study of
the scripture prompted the Jewsto
liveandlead moreorthodox lifestyle
and gavethem ayearning to return
totheir land. Therenewed interest
in the scripture protected the Jews
inBabylon from compromisingtheir
faith in such a pluralistic context.
Certainly such attitude brought
opposition and hatred towardsthe
Jews. Buttheir renewed interestin
the Scripture and spiritual life
became akind of counter culturefor
them to stand for it a any cost.
Psalm 119 describesthe shift from
the Templetothe Scripture, inwhich
the psalmist almost places the
Scripture equal to God.

The Jews in exile probably
observed thecircumcisionlawsand
practices more stringent than they
were before. The mark of
circumcision madethe Jewsdistinct

from othersthat constantly reminded
Cont.on p 4
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Oneof theremarkable characteristics of
God’s Word is its ability to speak to our
contemporary lifeand decisionswith precision
and clarity. And sowhenit comestothemost
important decision that most of uswill ever
make other than our decision to accept Christ
asour Savior, selecting amarriage partner,
thankfully, the Bible hasalot of wisdomand
instructionsto giveto our lives. Thereisno
chapter or book or section entitled “How to
select asuitable marriage partner” in God's
Word. But asitiswith mostinstancesof life,
the Word of God gives us guidelines and
guideposts throughout its pages that have
stood thetest of time. Having birthed inthe
heart of aloving heavenly Father, whoisthe
author and creator of marriage, we ignore
God'sWord at our own peril when it comes
tothislifeatering decision of our lives.

A

fron
inC

Sunday:
/

First and foremost, the one requirement
that isnot up for debatebiblically istheissue
of whether the person is a believer or not.
TheWord of God isvery clear onthismatter
and acompromiseisnot alowed under any
circumstances. TheApostle Paul states“Do
not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For
what partnership has righteousness with
|awlessness?Or what fellowship haslight with
darkness?’ (2 Corinthians 6:14). Thisvery
clear directive from God's Word does not
allow for compromise or exceptions. If you
aredready abeliever of theLord JesusChrig,
thefirst and foremost requirement isthat your
spouseto beisalsoaborn again believer. |
would even add that rather than settling for
themost basic requirement of beingabeliever,
we should beregarding hisor her relationship
with Christ to bethemost important criterion.
Thelong term successof aChristian marriage
isvitally dependent on both the husband and
wife looking to Christ for their help and
trusting Himto sustainthem. AsC.S. Lewis
hasaptly said “When | havelearned tolove
God better than my earthly dearest, | shall
lovemy earthly dearest better than | do now”.
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Lovefor Christ becomesthefoundation and
thedriving forcebehind our love, admiration
and respect for each other in a marriage
setting. Ensuring that theotherspersons’ walk
with Christ is solid and of paramount
importancefor themintheir lives, asbest as
you could assessfrom ahuman perspective,
should beatop and indispensable priority in
thelifeof abeliever.

It isin our human nature to be
attracted to apersoninitially based onhisor
looksand physical appearance. ButtheBible
cautions us to consider the character of a
person and regard it to be more important
than their physical traits. Asthe Word of
God states, “ Charm isdeceitful and beauty
isvain, But awoman who fears the Lord,
she shall be praised (Proverbs 31:30). In
the Book of Genesisthereisaninteresting
contrast between the selection of Rebekah
aslsaac' swife (chap. 24) and Jacob’schoice
of Rachel, rather than Leah (chap. 29). A
closer study of thesetwo choiceshelpsusto
understand the consequences of choosing
strictly based on looks and outward
appearance. Abraham sent his oldest and
most trusted servant to select a wife for
Isaac, within the guidelines he laid down
(Genesis24:2-4). Abraham wanted to make
surethat thewife of | saac will beawoman
who isselected from hisown peopleand not
from the Canaaniteswho were doomed for
destruction. The test which the servant
wisely devised (24:13-14) was one which
revealed the character of the young
woman—she would be a servant at heart,
willing to givewater to the stranger and his
camels. Jacob, on the other hand, chosea
wifefor himself. Hewasunwilling to marry
L eah, the older daughter, even though that
was the accepted custom in those days
(29:26). Jacob favored Rachel over Leah,
not because of her character, but because of
her looksand her personality (29:17). Jacob
made hischoicestrictly based onlookswith
no mention of any regard on his part for
Rachel’scharacter. Asthestory unfoldsin
Genesis, itisvery clear to usthat Leah was
preferred by God to be Jacob’s wife over
Rachel. Outliving her younger sister, Leah
bore many more children to Jacob notably
Judah who will become the tribe of the
Messiah and Levi who will become the
priestly tribein servicetotheLord. Evenin
death, Leah found honor morethan Rachel.
Leah wasburied inthe cave of Machpelah,
beside Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebekah (49:31), while Rachel wasburied
adongtheway to Bethlehem (35:19). These
two stark different approachesto choosing
our spouseillustratethewisdom of following
the advice of Proverbs and God's Word.
Whileit may bephysical attractionthat first
drawsyouto aperson, letit alwaysplay a
second fiddleto the moreimportant trait of
character that often does not fade with the
passing of time.

Marriageisoften described asa
marathon and not asprint and rightfully so.
It requires patience and perseverance over
thelong haul to ensureits success. The book
of Proverbsoffersamyriad of qualitiesthat
characterizeawise husband and thesetraits
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areto bedesired in awifeaswell to ensure
happinessandjoy inmarriageinthelong run.
Kind and compassionate (12:10), hard-
working (12:11), exercising self-control
(12:15), willingnessto be corrected and listen
to counsel (12:15), truthful (12:17), gentle
tongue (12:18), generous (14:21), humble
(15:25), faithful and reliable (17:17), integrity
(19:1), forgiving (19:11), honest (29:24) are
seen as exemplary in the eyes of the Lord.
TheBiblelistsmany moredesirablequalities
in Proverbsthat showsagain theimportance
that the Lord givesto the heart of aman or
woman. Whileno potential spouseisperfect
inany of theseareas, it will serveusgoodto
pay moreattentiontothesequalitiesthanthings
that might be important even culturally or
socialy. Theway aperson treatsthose who
cannot repay them for their kindness or
generosity and even hisor her parentsgives
usanearly glimpseinto how well they function
inarelationship setting. If possible, money
management and issuessuch asgivingtothe
Lord should be considered to avoid problems
inthefuture. A person’sinvolvement intheir
local church and mission and volunteer
initiatives give usan understanding to their
heart for the body of Christ and Hismissionin
thisworld.

No amount of planning or careful
scheming can ever beasubstitutefor alife of
prayer aswe seek thewill of Godfor our lives.
It is never too early to start praying for the
Lord to lead you to the right person. In
Genesis, asAbraham sought awifefor hisson,
the chapter isfilled with prayer andlooking to
theface of God for guidance. No such prayer
isseeninthelifeof Jacob ashedesired for a
wife. Pray without ceasing for thisimportant
decision and even when you feel asthough
you have prayed enough, pray again. | cannot
emphasize enough the need to havetheLord's
guidanceand leading in thismatter. Itisalso
wiseto listen to the Godly counsel of your
pastorsand respect thewishes of your parents
asmuch aspossiblewhenit comesto choosing
your partner for life. It showshumility onour
part to listen and take heed the advice and
wisdom of those who have gone down this
path beforeus. Aboveall, | pray that more
than ever, after we have chosen wisely
according to the plan of God, our marriages
will truly reflect the glory of our God inthis
world.
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them that they wereaspecial people
for God. The institution of
circumcision became more popular
because it provided the elders an
opportunity to educatethe younger
generation, especially whenthey did
not have the organi zed institutions
suchastheTemple. TheJewscould
have emphasized the Sabbath much
more than it used to be before the
exile. It gavethem the opportunity
todemongtratetheir exclusivismand
religious superiority to the world.
When the Jews did not take part in
thecommonfestivasof Babylonthey
must haveattracted alot of attention

mixed with hatred towards them,
which provided them with the
opportunity to renew their religious
and cultural superiority.

In the absence of the Temple,
the Jews devel oped acreative way
of coming together probably not
exclusively for spiritua mattersbut
all that related to their lives. The
Greek word “ Synagogue” simply
means* coming together.” Thereis
no explicit reference for the
existence of synagoguesduring the
exile, but there are implicit
referencesin the Bible that shows
Synagoguesexisted. When Ezekiel
wasin Babylon, eldersof different
families cametogether probably to
discuss the matters related to the
Jews (Ezek 14:1). When Ezra
returned to Jerusalem there were

formal gatheringswhich could have
later been called the Synagogues.
The Synagogues functioned as
centers for Jewish learning and
socia gatherings. The Synagogue
gathering consisted of daily prayer
andreading of the Scripture. Intheir
daily prayer, they recited scripture
(Deut 6:1-9; 11:13-25). The
purpose of the recital of the
Scripturewasto educate every Jew
about their national and spiritual
identity. Indl thetridsand teststhey
underwent, the Jews showed that it
is possible to preserve ones faith
eveninthemidst of adversecultural
circumstances. In fact, they
demonstrated that it is possible to
renew and rejuvenatetheir faithand
spiritud identity eveninsuchahodtile
atmosphere.

How canwe preserveour faith
during ‘ periloustimes’ and prepare
for the coming of the Lord? First,
we have to learn God's word and
commit our livesto live by what it
says (Matthew 28:20). Second,
believe that the word of God will
walk usthrough every situationin
our life(2 Timothy 3:16; Joshua1:8;
Psalm 119:105). Third, cultivatea
desiretogrow intheLord and reach
the fullness of Christ (Ephesians
4:13, 24). Fourth, consistently
examine our spiritual life through
fasting and prayer and strengthen our
relationship with Jesus and fellow
believers (2 Corinthians 13:5; Luke
2:52). Fifth, strengthen the weak
and support the needy inside and
outside the body of Christ (Mark

It’s your retirement,
but we can help
you plan for it.

Iy

6:35-41). Sixth, nurture a
compassionate heart towards the
lost (Matthew 9:35-38). Seventh,
pay undivided attentiontothecoming
of the Lord (Matthew 24:36-42;
Revelation 19:7).

Periloustimes may be ahead of
us. But the Lord will bewith ustill
theend. Jesussaid, “Let not your
heart be troubled; you believe in
God, believe aso in Me. In My
Father’ shouse are many mansions,
if it werenot so, | would havetold
you. | goto prepareaplacefor you.
Andif | goand prepareaplacefor
you, | will comeagain and receive
youto Mysdlf; that wherel am, there
youmay bealso” (John 14:1-3). He
will not leave usor forsake us.

Spectrum Financial Group

A member of the MassMutual Financial Group

Insurance Representative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual), Springfield, MA 0111 1-0001, and its affiliated US insurance
companies. MassMutual Financial Group is a marketing name for MassMutual and its affiliated cormpanies and sales representatives. Shiju Abraham is a
Registered Representative of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, LLC, Mermber SIPC and a MassMutual subsidiary. Supervisory Office:
13455 Noel Road, 20th Floor, Dallas, TX 75240. 972-458-9907. Insurance products issued by MassMutual, Springfield, MA 01111, and its subsidiaries,
C.M. Life Insurance Co. and MML Bay State Life Insurance Co., Enfield, CT 06082. CRN202103-228152
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Richardson, TX CPA,

We are a full-service Accounting firm licensed in TX. We offer a broad range of
services for business owners, executives, and independent professionals.
We are affordable, experienced, and friendly.

Please call us today - we'll be happy to offer you a free initial consultation.

Thanks for visiting!

Services for Individuals
Protecting your personal assets has never been more important.
Our accounting services safeguard you and your family and optimize
all your hard-earned dollars.

—.  Are you running your business at peak performance?
Call on us to increase efficiency, stay in compliance,

and boost revenue and profits.

Free Estimates

972-216-9800
Fax: (972)216-9810

Contact Us:
Hari Pillai CPA
660 West Campbell Road,

Suite 100 Richardson, TX 75080

1100 N. Bryan Beltline Mesquite, TX 75149 i
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PATMOS PRAYER DAY (Every Fourth Monday)

Patmos Ministries an @mjeiel «pgp CHURCHagkg. Prayer
Tower aego «9gd Fourth Mondayagio odmam s nsegm.

SRRSO MAODI pNEEWI SKETIEZM].

@ 2@l2)jo aldalo GNIOWAIW
Gojoud @R@IOM 0)S1HAT EHOOH®
0BQ)0l0 W} BHW)o AGMIaO ORI W
18O Mo )@ @10)Alalm
GOMIS BalB@B9)BWOWI0}aN) B
A3 9210 ®®. d3oa13leom®)o,

MEMaNRM

200V ag). EMISOMIGI

214 606 2210

francisambrose mm@gmail.com

GWOMOHWVV)0 GaldOR] AVITNO O
Q aBQ1al0®}AI0MB TVIMO H® G
MG HE)QUOMBB AM 061 M
2)86) May0VGBH)IN@. aldalo
6219 Q008 HOWOY0 DEENSB;1T3
0BQ)aI0WAIM)0 HOWOY0 DENBO
@6Mo. GLOMO MA)H6) TLVATVIBIA
2)88 OMaUYAB @OHAN. af) ANIG3
GOIMIOWEQIDEI HOBAINDENIOI]
@M Moo Balail OHOS)HN) VLl

@REOANIGIBHG3 MSAN)YGaldMN 0@ V]G3

2210106851 QI0)R0W0}OHMOO) AlyELA3 ElMmano

OAUS)OM RY6NJW o M6 HAIMMISIW)o

QILI06HSVIHEI00) ODAN)AISIR0W),

DSoHYHLI00) OENIeNIls)Caawl.

2)eH1060MmM00) @emlavenil Dsocmosleno

‘M@0 B:06M30, HBTMOQUMY(Na0ENS;

a6 21081, e B allSlafjeaniajio

®SIOMERISIV)o GaloaIE}aMO MEMasl®d
SOOI GROLIHHHID) BB HIS]
80) MAWIWIE3 E0(@] AUMEIEHIT MSENOAL,
alo®EWI00 BISAEN)INY, ‘al)eMy a)M@d:0’,
@RAIF1R0AISIV)0 ®)aj20o @eMlaveilw)o
&6ng) ailosng) ailo anene) ailglay mo(@wlad
O@OENE QUOENB) &HEMO0 MLlajGaldd...

alLIE}A0IS] QIAM); 2)oNIMERQ) AI06BEIEWOA

@RYOOS)BN)0? af)QilESeEHSIHN) ... RWo

OHONRSIOM) 2ll@laf) GaloMAIB, 00! dayfo!

06d0ilg) MadMaila)) Gl MSHHNGA,

MIEMano 200ila)) HeMSaf) ®al  10106MB) Galdd...

‘miemaslmd’ MlunIeINOY, QlEMBMIB 2oL Enl0m3

ERElasIma0H30 aasusMODINen6E Mmdaas

PATMOS PRAYER TEAM

Pr. George Philip
(Raju Bhai,Gujarat)
Mission Director
Patmos Ministries INDIA
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eRod pandgimel PRAYER JOURNEY msomgm;.

@ aollalo meG&e3nSs Mandeememmes POWER CONFERENCE CAMP &
@RONM3 MRS ERON wISMEIBEIT) MSOMmIM3.

@ Patmos Prayer Day @365 R0mal ofed Fourth Monday&glege
Mission Leaders m@l Workers mafl (hDOMom& o) alo@S3enzm
semamim @ (oo &zm3.

@ 6520606TBUD, MR, ERIRARS;MMMMEL] aasnie mIaye Als3mee
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@ 0D aigememBgleRe Christian Music Festival moeislallanzm.
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Mobile :00919744585606

E-mail:patmosprayertowerindia@gmail.com
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