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Devotion

Dr. Shibu Cherian

But He Gives more Grace

An angel meets him at the Pearly Gates and says, "Ok, here's

how it works. You need 100 points to make it into Heaven.
You tell me all the good things you've done, and I'll award you a
certain number of points for each item, depending on how good
it was. When you reach 100 points, you get in."

"Okay," the man says..."I was married to the same woman for
50 years and never once cheated on her, even in my heart.""That's
wonderful," says the angel, "That's worth three points!"

"Three points?" he asks. "Well, I attended church all my life
and supported its ministry with my tithes and service." Terrific!"
says the angel, "That's certainly worth a point.""One point?!!!”

“Hey, I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a
shelter for homeless veterans!"“Fantastic, that's good for two more
points, "the angel says. "Two points?!!!" the man cries.

"At this rate, the only way I'm going to get into heaven is by
the grace of God!"At this the angel answered: "Bingo, 100 points!
Come on in!"

So, what exactly is the grace of God?How is it all-sufficient
for our needs? It is interesting to note that our Lord Jesus Christ
never used the word ‘grace’ in any of His sermons or teachings. He
just modeled it through His life and exemplified it. It is no wonder
that the scriptures tell us that grace came through Jesus (John 1:17;
Rom. 1:5), and by His grace we have been made rich (2 Cor. 8:9).
The grace of God that brings salvation (referring to our Lord Jesus
Christ) has appeared to everyone (Titus 2:11), and today we are

C heck out this fictitious story: A man dies and goes to heaven.
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justified freely by His grace (Rom. 3:24) as "we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:7).

The Old Testament Hebrew translation of the word
grace means to bend or, to stoop; and it includes the idea of
condescending favor. So, the love of God that stoops down to us
can be referred to as His grace. To show grace is to extend favor
or kindness to the one who can never earn it and doesn’t deserve
it. We have to accept the grace of God as a free gift that we can
never earn in our lives. Out of the goodness of God’s heart, He
simply extends out His favor to us when we do not deserve it. The
grace of God is totally free, and we are all under His grace (Rom.
6:14)."For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)

Today, let us claim the amazing grace of God by accepting
His free gift of eternal life, and ensure that we never'fall short of
the grace of God"in our lives (Heb. 12:15)."Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16).Let us approach God with
humility for "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble"
(James 4:6). Above all, let us "grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).Truly, God’s grace
is all sufficient for us today!

"For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give
grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who
walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man who trusts in
You!" (Psalms 84:11-12)
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