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FORM IV (See Rule -8)
Statement about ownership and other

particulars about newspaper

UTHAMASTHREE

1 Place of publication : Thiruvalla

2. Periodicity of its publication : Monthly

3. Printer’s Name : Sali Monai

Nationality . Indian

4. Publisher’s Name : Sali Monai

Nationality . Indian

Address : R.K. Building, Pushpagiri Road, Tiruvalla,
Pathanamthitta (Dist), Kerala - 689 101,

5. Editor’'s Name : Sali Monai

Nationality > Indian

Address : R.K. Building, Pushpagiri Road,

Tiruvalla, Pathanamthitta (Dist),

Kerala - 689 101,
6. Names and addresses of individuals who own the newspaper and partners
or shareholders holding More than one per cent of the total capital. - N.A.

I,Sali Monai hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the
best of my knowledge and belief.
(S/d-)

Date: 05.03.2018 Signature of Publisher
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Moses' mother, Jochebed, was a
Hebrew woman living in slavery in
Egypt before the exodus. Hebrew
meaning of the name Jochebedis: God's
glory. The Book of Numbers describes
Jochebed’s birth as occurring in Egypt.
(26:59). She was the daughter of Levi
and shemarried Amram, another Levite
(Exodus 2:1). According to Exodus
6:20, Jochebed married her nephew;
thus, she was Amram’s aunt as well as
hiswife. We know that M oseswas born
several years after their marriage
because she already had a daughter,
Miriam, who was old enough at thetime
of Moses' infancy to act as a lookout
(Exodus 2:4, 15:20). Along with Moses
and Miriam, Jochebed had at least one
other sibling, Moses' brother Aaron
(Exodus 6:20).

Generations after Joseph, Israelis
were well settled in Egypt. They were
more powerful than the Egyptians. They
were builders and certainly possessed
all the skills that built Egypt and its
cities. As for the physical nature of
Jochebed, she was a very healthy
women. The midwives says that these
women delivered even before they
arrived. As for her spirituality she was
certainly one who was crying for
deliverance of the Israel. She was a
woman of Faith (Heb 11:23)

Jochebed s name is given various
allegorica interpretations; the Leviticus
Rabbah identifies her as the person
named in the Book of Chronicles (1Chr.
4:18) as Jehudijah, by arguing that the
name should be interpreted as meaning
the Jewess, in reference to her founding
the Jewish nation by disobeying the
Pharaoh’s order to dispose of the
firstborn males. According to traditional
rabbinicbiblical chronology, Moseswas
80 yearsold when the Exodus occurred,
the Israelites had been in Egypt for 210
years in total, and thus in combination

JOCHEBED

with the rabbinical claim that Jochebed
was born on the border of Egypt, as her
parents had entered it, thiswould require
Jochebed to have been 130 years old
when she gave birth to Moses;
rabbinical literature regardsthisto have
been alluded to by the biblical
description of the dedication of the
Israelite altar, at which 130 shekel
weight of silver was offered

The Quran relatesthe story of Moses
with some added details and slight
differences. Jochebed’s (Arabic:
Y kkbad) effortsto save the baby Moses
arerecounted, along with the parting of
the Red Sea, the burning bush and the
Ten Commandments.

Jochebedisintrinsically linked tothe
survival of Moses in a very difficult
time. Hereis how:-

e Jochebed hides Moses for
three months in her home.

° Knowing she can’t maintain
this deception forever, she weaves a
reed basket and coats it with tar.

e  She puts Moses in the basket
and strategically places the basket near
the edge of the Nile close to the reeds
where Pharaoh’s daughter would be
bathing.

e  She stations Moses’ older
sister, Miriam, where she can watch
from a distance to see what would
happen.

° Pharaoh’s daughter sees the
basket and has one of her maidsfetch it.

e  When she opens the basket
Moses is crying and, even though she
recognizes him as Hebrew, she has
compassion.

e Miriam, recognizing the
natural response of a woman to a new
born, runs to her, offering to find a
Hebrew woman to nurse the baby.

e The princess agrees and
Miriam gets Jochebed.

° Pharaoh’s daughter pays
Jochebed to nurse Moses.

e  When old enough, Moses is
delivered to Pharaoh’s daughter and he
becomes her son. She gave him the
name Moses, which means “draw out.”

Thereisnoindication that God said
anything to Jochebed audibly
throughout this whole experience but
sheacted with conviction, asif sheknew
exactly what God wanted. Her natural
instincts were God'’s voice motivating
her to take action. Instead of waiting for
the inevitable, she formulated a plan.
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God spoke through common sense. She
prayed and planned. She built a basket
that was water tight. She drew from her
experience and used the skills she had
to accomplish the desired end. She did
what she was able to do and didn’t
chance going beyond her practical
abilities. Very much like David using a
sling instead of Saul’sarmour. Jochebed
strategically placed Moses where
Pharaoh’s daughter would find him,
banking on her womanly instincts
taking over. If anyone was in position
to save Moses it was Pharaoh’s
daughter. Nile was sacred to the
Egyptians. Finding Moses floating in
the Nile would be seen as agood omen
by any Egyptian, especially the daughter
of Pharaoh. God’ s voice encouraged her
to make good use of these superstitions.
Jochebed was familiar with these
promises and, though spoken several
hundred years before to Abraham which
still reverberated in her heart. She also
knew the timeline. Her generation was
close to the point of deliverance and
there was no reason to believe God
wouldn’t begin raising up a leader to
facilitate these promises during her life.
Shevisualised the salvation of an entire
nation.

A suggested setting isthat Jochebed
may have been a slave who served the
palace. If so, that would explain how
she knew the bathing timings of
Pharaoh’s daughter. We have to assume
Moses continued to have contact with
Jochebed and his siblingsthroughout his
youth since he had no problem
recognizing hisbrother, Aaron, when he
returned to Egypt from Midian. No
doubt Moses learned about God’s
promisesto Abraham—and Israel —from
Jochebed and she more than likely
suggested to Mosesthat God had chosen
him to deliver Israel, hence his ill-
conceived attempt at relieving their
bondage by killing an Egyptian slave
driver. Itispossiblethat it was Jochebed
that sent Maoses on his way to Midian
hoping he meets his flock.

According to Jewish legend,
Jochebed is buried in the Tomb of the
Matriarchs, in Tiberias. She is praised
for her faith in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (11:23). She not only gave
birth to the second most important
person in lIsrael’s History, after
Abraham, but also protected hislife by
faith and anticipation of deliverance.
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