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PENTECOSTAL COMMUNITIES AND SOCIAL REPONSIBILITIES

ESSAY COMPATITION ENGLISH 1st PRICE

Pentecostals are followers of Jesus
Christ. Pentecostals are a group of
people who live by experiencing the
Holy Spirit that descended on the day
of Pentecost, hence called
“Pentecostals”. We are a community
thatis ‘set apart’ or ‘separated’ for God.
We are the witnesses and
ambassadors of Christ on this earth.
Though we are a group separated for
God’s work, we have many social
responsibilities as long as we are on
earth. While Jesus lived on earth, he
set us an example of living in the
society fulfilling his social
responsibilities according to His
father’s will. As followers of Christ, we
ought to live in a similar way, fulfilling
our social responsibilities according to
God’s will.

The Bible depicts a good social set up
starting from the time of creation. It is
clearly written about the rise of a
society when its people live according
to God’s will and its downfall when they
move astray from God. A few of the
social responsibilities mentioned in the
Bible are described below:

Peacemakers: The most important
factor required for the stability of a
society is peace among its people. As
Pentecostals, we ought to be
peacemakers in the society. Jesus, on
the Sermon on the Mount, says
“blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called the sons of God".
Paul, in Romans 12: 18 encourage the
believers to live at peace with
everyone. It is our responsibility to be
at peace with everyone and to avoid
quarrels and strife. In Pro: 26:20 we
read, “Without wood a fire goes out;
without gossip a quarrel dies down”.
This shows that the root cause of
quarrel is gossip. Agossip dies when it
falls into the ears of a wise man. As
Pentecostals, it is our responsibility to
avoid strife and stop a gossip.

Family life: One of the main elements
of a social structure is a family. Good
families create a healthy society. Bible
depicts the role and responsibilities of
the members of a family.

Husband and wife: Bible teaches that
the husband is the head of the family,
justas Christis the head of the Church.
Eph: 5:22-23 depicts a detailed picture

of a relationship between husband and wife where the
husband should love his wife and wife must submit to her
husband out of love. Jesus talks against divorce in the
gospels. In Mt: 5:32, Jesus says “anyone who divorces his
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become
an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman
commits adultery”.

Parenting: Bible advices parents to correct their children by
punishing them when needed and not provoke them into
anger. In Pro: 22: 6 we read, “Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” Pro:
23:13-14 says “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you
punish him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the
rod and save his soul from death.” Pentecostal parents
should raise their children to be good citizens and
responsible people of the society.

Children: Eph: 6: 1-3 says “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right. ‘Honour your father and mother’ — which
is the first commandment with a promise — that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Bible
strictly speaks against disobedience and expects children to
respect and obey parents and elders. It is also the
responsibility of children to take care of their parents when
they are old. While Jesus was being crucified, He set this
example by asking His beloved disciple, John, to take care of
His mother, Mary.

These are a few of the many roles Pentecostals must play in
the family. A Pentecostal family should set an example in the
society by following these instructions. Thus, increase in the
number of good and happy families results in the
development of a healthy society.

Relationship with neighbours: The next part of a social
structure is neighbours. Jesus teaches us to love our
neighbours as ourselves. We should not covet our
neighbours’ property. As Pentecostals, we must love our
neighbours and maintain a good relationship with them.

Help the poor and needy: Bible always encourage works of
charity. Jesus had mercy and compassion towards the poor
and downtrodden. Likewise, it is our responsibility to be kind
and compassionate towards the poor and to take care of
them. In Pro: 22:9 we read “A generous man will himself be
blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.” Pro: 21: 13
emphasises our responsibility of taking care of the poor. “If a
man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out
and not be answered.” In his epistle, James clearly instructs
the believers to care for the orphans and widows. Jas: 1:27
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” As
Pentecostals, it is our responsibility to take care of them and
thus contribute towards the development of a good society.

Stand against evil: Many evil acts like robbery, murder,
adultery, rape, hatred and strife are the causes of an unsafe
and cruel society. The Bible is clearly against such things.
Gal: 5:19-21 mentions a list of evil acts that we must not do.
“The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred,
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions,
factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies and the like. | warn
you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit
the kingdom of God.”

Drugs and drunkenness: One of the major causes of a falling
society is drug abuse. Drug abuse and drunkenness have
grave consequences on our existing social systems,
effecting crime rates, hospitalizations, child abuse and child
neglect. We must help drugs and alcohol addicts to come out
of their addictions.

Robbery: Robbery has increased to a great number in the
past years. One of the Ten Commandments is “do not steal”.
Therefore, we must stand againstit.

Mariam Susan Joseph

Murder: Murder and hatred has also increased in the past
years. The root cause of murder is hatred and love for money.
Bible clearly speaks against both of these. In Mt: 5:21-22,
Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said to the people
long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders shall be
subject to judgement.’ But | tell you that anyone who is angry
with his brother will be subject to judgement. Again, anyone
who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the
Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, "You fool!’ will be in danger
of the fire of hell.” Here we see that as Pentecostals, we have
a greater responsibility of not only standing against murder,
but also setting an example by maintaining a good
relationship and peace with the brothers.

Adultery: Adultery has increased to such heights in our
society thatis has now been legalized. But the Bible prohibits
adultery. Jesus says in Mt 5: 27-28, “You have heard that it
was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.” Pentecostals have a greater
responsibility towards building a safe society by not looking
at anyone lustfully. Not looking at a person lustfully will
prevent eve teasing, rape and the like and thus help form a
happy society.

Sexual immorality: Acts of sexual immorality like rape, pre
marital sex, extramarital affairs and homosexuality that leads
to the downfall of the society has become the norm. Bible
strictly prohibits all of these. As Pentecostals and followers of
Christ, we must not only abstain from such acts, but also
speak against it instead of silently watching the rise in the
number of people involved in such acts.

Stand for justice: While Jesus lived on earth, he stood for
justice and supported the just case of those who could not
afford to stand against the then powerful Pharisees. It is our
responsibility to stand for justice. We should not be a
community that sits back and judges everyone but we must
stand up with the just and protect the innocent. We must raise
our voices against the increasing injustice that we see
around us. As Pentecostals who are assured that God is just
and stands for justice, we must always strive to lessen the
amount of injustice in our society.

Follow civil rules: Civil rules are set for the welfare of the
society and we ought to follow it. Jesus sets an example by
paying taxes, and when questioned about taxes, Jesus said
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
These words of Jesus explain that we Pentecostals are not
exempt from following the rules set by the Government that is
inaccordance to the will of God.

Submit to authority: The Bible says that no authority is given
to man without the knowledge of God. In Rom: 13:1-2 we
read, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against
the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgement on themselves.” From
this we understand that we must voluntarily submit to our
authorities. We have the responsibility to tell them if they go
against God’s will, but we cannot rebel against them.

Jesus said that we are the salt of the earth and light of the
world. Thus, we should set an example in the society. As
Pentecostals, we must make a difference in the society. It is
important that we must lead a good family life, take care of
the needy, stand against the evil darkness of the society and
stand for justice. We ought to strive for the betterment of the
society by building a good relationship with the people and
making them understand the advantages of good deeds and
the consequences of the evil ones. We must follow the civil
rules and submit to the higher authorities. In conclusion, we
must fulfil our responsibilities and strive to create a safe,
healthy and better society since we are a part of this society.
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Courses Offered
GNM.

B.Sec. Nursing
B.Sc.Chemistry

BBA with Logistics
BCA with Cloud Computing
BBA with Retail Management

FAITH INSTITUTIONS

Indias First 150 9001-2008 Cerified College
Affiliated 1o RGUHS, Bangalors Centrad University, KSDMNEB
Rec By: Goviofl Kamataka, KNC & INC

B.Sc.Clinical Mutrition & Dietetics

Faith Gity, Mylappanahalli, Shivak
Yelahanka, Bangalore 19

+91 98866 04318, +91 98863 91749

www. faithinstitutions.org, e-mail:- inf
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