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‘Billy Graham’s final column

@ i s
! v
|

'm convinced that heaven Is far 1:(:;
glorious than anything we can poss :‘
imagine right now, and 1 look forwa

g i peace, but
not only to its wonder and pe Fas
Editor’s Note: The Rev. Billy Graham, also to the joy of Iwingn f"?‘ﬂi‘ﬁﬂ.-“,:w.
© passed away on Wednesday, wrote those who have gone t uh <A
thig colurmn before he died cspﬁ.'inlly my dear wife, Rut] ‘. m!rw‘_mn
| . ©:Mr Graham, how would youliketo  says, “Now we see but a poo!

as in & mirror; then we shall see face to
face” (1 Corinthians 13:12). .
But | won't be in heaven because I've
hed to crowds or b I've tried
?ollvzngoodllfu, 1I'll be in heaven for one
reason: Many years ago | put my faith
and trust in Jesus Christ, who died on
the cross to make our forgivencss pos-
sible and rose again from the dead to
giveus eternal life. Do you know youwill

| P® remembered? - D.F.

Az I hope I will be remembered as
| S0meone who was faithful - faithful to
| God, falthful to the Gospel of Jesus

Christ and faithful to the calling God
Ban onlyasan list, butas
8 husband, father and friend.

I'm sure I've failed in many ways, but
T'take t in Christ’s promise of for-
giveness, and | take comfort in God's

ability to take even our most imperfect
efforts and use them for His glory.

By the time you read this, 1 will be in
heaven, and as I write this 1 look forward
with great anticipation to the day whenl
will be in God's presence forever.

ot i S
o .

% “For Oﬂd?s:uh!ul the world that he

gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but have

eternal life” (John 3:16).
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Dr. Billy Graham-America’s Pastor

Wi Iliam Franklin Graham Jr.born on November 7, 1918in

Charlotte, North Carolina was a Scots-Irish descent and
was the eldest of four children. Hewas America's Pastor
and a world renowned preacher who had captured the
audience to his finger tip by the grace of God, unique
personality and hismagnifying delivery styleand amazing
passion to preach his savior Jesus Christ.

After graduating from Sharon High School in May 1936,
Graham attended Bob Jones College in Cleveland,
Tennessee and in 1937 he came to the Florida Bible
Institute in Temple Terra, Florida. He preached his first
sermonin 1937 at aBaptist Churchin Palatka, Floridaand
in 1943 he graduated from Wheaton Collegein Wheaton,
[llinois with a degree in anthropology. In 1939 he was
ordained by agroup of Southern Baptist clergy at Peniel
Baptist Churchin Palakka, Florida.

OnAugust 13, 1943 Graham married Wheaton classmate
Ruth Bell. Ruth Graham died in June 14, 2007 at the age of
87 after 64 yearstogether serving God with her handsome
and world famous preacher. Since his Ministry began in
1947 Billy Graham conducted more than four hundred (400)
crusades in one hundred and eighty five (185) countries.
Thefirst Billy Graham crusadein 1947 was in the Civic
Auditorium in Grand Rapids Michigan was attended by
6000 people. His gospel meeting, he called crusades
attracted millions around the world and accepted Christ
astheir personal savior. In 1992, in Moscow crusade, over
fifty thousand accepted Christ and he frequently used
the altar call song “Just as| am”.

Rev. Dr. Billy Graham wasthemost influential preacher in
the world till his death. His style, eloquence, powerful
delivery, passion to preach, unique personality, love for

people changed loves and transformed many forever. Even

; A *

though he was famous around the world, he was such a
humble servant of God, never boast about himself or his
accomplishmentsand with all humility preached the gospel
with the only desire to bring people to Christ. He never
livedinamansion, asked othersto call him Billy, loved all
regardless of color, creed, race or religion and the more
humble he wasthe more higher God lifted himintheworld.
He was a Pastor to many US presidents. From Harry S.
Truman to Barrack Obama, they all respected him and
seek his prayers and advice for heavenly blessings that

10 20@2] 2018
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would have helped them to lead
well and become better
presidents. Billy Graham
presided and officiated the
funeral services of Presidents
Lyndon Johnson and Richard e
Nixon. Hewas afrequent guest i

of President Ronald Regan. Joseph Kurian
President George H Bush Houston
invited him to spend the night

at thewhite house, the day before American led force began
bombing Irag. President Bill Clinton asked Billy Grahamto
offer prayer at hisinaugurationin 1993. Isthere any other
preacher or religious leader ever had such an influence
among the most powerful people in the world, the
presidents of United States of America. He was even
frequently invited by the Royal family dueto hisfriendship
and rel ationship with Queen Elizabeth.

“1 am just promoting the Gospel” his words and the only
goal and purposein life. Becoming famous, accumul ating
wealth in the name of gospel, influence othersfor personal
gain or power wasnot at all hisplan or purposein life, but

Hewas a Pastor to many US
presidents. From Harry S. Truman
to Barrack Obama, they all
respected him and seek his prayers
and advice for heavenly blessings
that would have hel ped them to
lead well and become better
presidents.

to change people from sinful life to
saved lifeby believingin Christ who died
on the cross for the world and he
accomplished that goal probably more
than all the so called big
preacherstogether achieved. He wrote
thirty books, inspired many other
evangelists and it is estimated that he
had preached the Gospel to more than
two hundred and fifty million peoplein
more than one hundred and eighty five
countriessince 1947.

Billy Graham wastheworld’sbest known
evangdlist for morethan sixty years, died

on Wednesday, February 21, 2018 at hishome in Montrea,
North Carolinaat the age of ninetynine (99). Not only United
Stateslost its Pastor, but the world lost a powerful preacher,
truereligious leader, man of impeccable mora character,
unselfish, humble, loving, caring,gentleandagreatsoldier of
Christ.

Hewastruly oneof akind and let us pray that God will raise
few otherslike Dr. Billy Graham in this generation to preach
and practice what they preach to attract many to the kingdom
of God.
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ARTICLE

L Mol 10

By Jeffrey and Christopher Dani€l

WHAT WE Sav:

Thefuture isn’t looking too bright.
Everything is going to hell in ahand-
basket.
It'sall downhill from here.
Thingswill never get better.
Who knows what will happen?
Nothing ever goes right.
| don’t think it will happen.
| don’t see things panning out.
| don’t expect too much so | won't be
disappointed.
| never catch abreak.
We would bet that you laugh when
you come across people who claim to
know the future. Yet more often than
not, when we speak, we make claims
about the future that we are
convinced have to be true. We say
thingslike, “Oh no, the economy is
headed downhill,” or “1"m going be
stuck hereforever, just like always.”
We look at the circumstances around
us, what people say about us or what
the news says, and we start boldly
professing what we are certain our
futureswill entail. The problemis, the
proclamations we tend to make aren’t
always positive nor arethey inline
with what God says. Relying on past
experiences, and whatever prominent
information isavailable, we spout
thingswe don't really want or mean,
because we think that it's the truth.
Everyonewantsafuturefilled with
joy, blessing, and love, but our speech
doesn’'t always reflect that.

God’'sAmazing PlansFor You

When we speak negatively about our
futures, it usually comesfrom aplace
of fear and doubt. The good news
today isthat God isn't afraid for you
future; in fact Heisexcited for it. God
exists outside time and space and He
has already seen your future. Thisis
what He says about it in Jeremiah
2911

For I know the plans | have for you,”
declaresthe LORD, “plansto prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.

What we want you to understand
more than anything else, is that God
loves you with aprofound love, alove
more fierce and intense than any we
can experiencein our earthly
relationships. God wants to see you
prosper and continue to move higher
and higher in His glory and purpose.
Heisawaysworking thingsfor our
good, even when we don’t seeit. We
need to begin to speak in agreement

“plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a
future.

Proverbs 16:3: Committothe LORD
whatever you do, and he will establish
your plans.

Philippians 1:6: being confident of this,
that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.

Psalms 23:6: Surely your goodness and
lovewill follow meall the days of my
life, and | will dwell inthe house of the
LORD forever.

1 Corinthians 2:9: However, asitis
written: “What no eye has seen, what

Y our FUTURE

with the hope and blessings we can
looksforward to in the future.

If you arelooking at your
circumstances right now and saying
something like, “1’ ve made too many
mistakesfor God to help me,” or “I

don’t have the finances or
qualifications for agreat future,” then
let us show you some of the lives of the
greatest peoplein the Bible and how
God used them. Moses was a run-away
and amurderer before God used Him to
save an entire nation of people from the
most powerful empire at that time. King
David took another man’swifefor
himself and killed her husband,;
eventually God worked through Him to
help him become one of the greatest
kingswho ever lived. The Apostle Paul
hunted down and killed the first
Christians before Jesus appeared to him
and helped him become the writer of
most of the New Testament.

In all of these examples you can see one
thing; our past and our reality never
determine our future, only God's
provision and grace does. When we
choose to declare that God has an
amazing futurefor us, we help our spirit
receive the peace of mind that God has
for us everyday. There is bad news
everywhere these days and it doesn’t
take much effort to start feeling anxious
about the future. What separates us
from everyone else is that through
Jesus Christ, God showers us with a
peace beyond understanding; the same
peace that Paul and Silas had when they
were singing loud songs of praise, even
when they were in prison. What
happened as a result of that? An angel
came and broke them out of prison.
Speaking the truth of the Bible has the
same effect. It literally causesthe
heavenly realms to move and shift on
our behalf.

Declare and believe what God says
about your future and you will begin to
see things start to shift in your life. Let
God take you away from a place of
worry and place you into Hisdivine
rest. God is our shepherd who takes
care of us and watches over us. Let
these words of Jesus from Matthew
11:28 help you to receive the new and
profound peace that God has for you:
“Cometo me, all youwho are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest.

What God Says

Jeremiah 29:11: For | know the plans|
havefor you,” declaresthe LORD,

no ear has heard, and what no human
mind has conceived” — the things God
has prepared for those who love him—
Deuteronomy 28:13: TheLORD will
make you the head, not the tail. If you
pay attention to the commands of the
LORD your God that | give you this day
and carefully follow them, you will
always be at the top, never at the
bottom.

Isaiah 40:31: but those who hopein the
LORD will renew their strength. They
will soar onwingslike eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk
and not be faint.

Ephesians 2:10: For weare God's
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in
advance for usto do.

Isaiah 43:2: When you pass through the
waters, | will be with you; and when
you pass through the rivers, they will
not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
Proverbs23: 17-18: Do not let your

heart envy sinners, but always be
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zealousfor thefear of the LORD. There
is surely afuture hope for you, and
your hope will not be cut off.

1 Corinthians 15:57: But thanksbeto
God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Your Speak-Through:

My future is blessed.

| can expect good inmy life.

God hasan amazing plan for my life.
My futureisfilled with victory.
Goodnessand mercy will follow meall
thetime.

God's plan isto prosper me.

| am abeloved child of God with an
awesomefuture.

My Godly inheritanceis power, love,
and favor.

God hasmein the palm of His hand.
God is upholding mewith Hisrighteous

right hand.

Conclusion

We hope that we have opened your
eyes to the power that words can have
inyour life, aswell as the truth about
your birthright asachild of Godin
Christ Jesus. Just like King Solomon
said, our words can have tremendous
power over the different areas of our
lives, from our self-esteem, our finances,
our health, and even our futures. As
sobering asit isto come face to face
with the phrases and words that we say
that might unintentionally be having a
negative impact on our lives, what's
more important is the understanding
that we have the tools to change those
words into words of power.

Speaking the truth of the Biblein our
livescan dramatically transform them
for the better. Understanding that
God'swill for us, through the blood of

Next page...
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AREYOU READY?:- Youasohe
ready, for the Son of Man iscoming at
an hour you do not expect (Math.
24:44). When Jesus promised His
disciplesthat He would one day return
to earth, He said Hewould come at a
timethey did not expect. Therefore,
people today who set dates for Christ's
second coming arereally wasting their
time. Jesusnever told Hisfollowers
how to calculate the day of Hisreturn.
Rather, He emphasi zed that our main
priority isto make surewe'reready for
Him, and that we are occupied in His
servicewhen He comes (vv.45-46). Do
you believe that Jesus Christ is going
to save you from the coming time of
horrendous global trouble by whisking
you away into heaven beforehand in
what many call the Rapture? What will
you do if He doesn't? The Raptureis
mentioned in the Bible by the apostle
Paul in 1 Thessalonians. Let's consider
that passage. In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
17 Paul writesto thefirst century
churchin Thessalonica. For the Lord
Himself will descent from heavenwith a
shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God. And the

\-

JESUS MAY COME AT ANY TIME. SO WE MUST BE READY ALL THE TIME

dead in Christ will risefirst. Thenwe
who are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the cloud to
meet the Lord intheair. And thuswe
shall dwaysbewiththelLord. Thisis
the predominant passage used to
support the typical Rapture teaching - as
the word translated caught up in verse
17 could be translated "raptured” in
English, since "raptured” simply means
"suddenly caught up". Do you expect
to hear the blast of atrumpet and
immediately riseto meet Jesusinthe
cloudsin the Rapture?

Unless you obey Jesus Christ
and His teachings every day, you too
may be fooled into resisting Him on that

Rara
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“THEWAY TOAN“EASY” LIFE”

Pastor K. V. Kuruvilla, Chicago

/ N

day along with the mgjority of peoplein
theworld. The Bible saysthat the
deception will be so subtle and so
powerful that even somebody |ooking
foritwill bedeceived. How? Look
again at what Jesus says in revelation
16:15. What are the garments men-
tioned? They represent keeping God's
commandments, knowing right from
wrong, discerning between good and
evil. Remaining properly clothed here
means enduring in worshipping the true
God instead of the devil, the god of this
age. Theright garments represent the
"righteous acts" of God's people (Rev.
19:8). Areyou standing with Jesus

Christ today? Do you stand with God
in truth when you see signs of spiritual
and moral decay all around? Haveyou
looked at popular culture lately? The
signs of inner cancer are plain to see.
Of course, wewould all say that we try
to stand our ground and keep our
moralsintact. Itisso easy to slowly
allow tolerance of sin to keep into our
lives. We have corrupted our sense of
right and wrong. We call good evil and
evil good. And thereby, we allow many|
other sins to control us - greed,
gluttony, drunkenness, and much more
convict us before God. Wearea
society turned inside out, incapable of
discerning righteous judgement. But
you and | don't have to be caught up in
the spirit of thisworld. Godiscalling
people right now to rise and let His
words motivate us to discern thistime
and not be caught unaware, naked and
ashamed! Areyou ready for the arrival
of God's Son? Will you be glad to see
Jesus when He returns? If not, get
ready now. Without delay, turn away
from your sin and trust Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior. Then keep ready
by walkingin Hiswill every day.

J

Y our FUTURE...

Christ, is abundance, health,
protection, love and freedom, and then
tranglating that understanding into our
speech will ensure that no power of

the enemy can come against us. It
might be difficult at first to change
years of speech patterns, but even one
word from God is more powerful than
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anything we might say on adaily basis.

Immerseyourself in God’sword and
learn the truth of who you are and what
you can have according to His
magnificent promises. Evenwhen
people around you are speaking in a
worldly manner, align your speech will
the powerful truth of the gospel, and
let your words reflect your trust in
Christ.

Our Heavenly Father will sow
breakthrough and supernatural blessing
through your words, and you will even
see the people around you be blessed
because of your commitment to the
truth of God. We believe that God has
amazing thingsin store for you, and we
can’'t wait to see how your life changes
once you begin to use the word of God
in every aspect of your life @
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Statement about ownership and other
particulars about Maranatha Voice Monthly

Form IV
1. Place of Publication Kollam
2. Periodicity of publication: Monthly
3. Printers Name . Thomas George Anayazhikathu
Nationality Indian
Address Thomas George Anayazhikathu
P.O. Box : 5,
Kottarakara,
Kollam District,
Pin : 691 506,
Kerala, India.
4. Publishers Name,
Nationality & Address As above
5. Editors Name
Nationality & Address As above

6. Name & Address of individuals who own the newspaper
and partners or share holders holding more than one
percent of total capital : Thomas George Anayazhikathu.

| Thomas George Anayazhikathu hereby declare that the particulars
give above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
(Sd/-)
Thomas George Anayazhikathu

10-03-2018 (Signature of Publisher)
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Textbooks available in English, Hindi, Polish, and Urdu

Advanced Training for Teachers

books are available at:

www.sundayschoolnetwork.org

amazon

USA/Canada
Mathai Mathew
516-629-6529

Europe
Linsen Varghese
+44 7733-831345

India
Dr A.J Abraham

+91 944-737-5381

www.sundayschoolnetwork.org
781-223.0082| 917-669-0275
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