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Today, | would like to talk about the
latest trend of idol worshiping amongst
all the Pentecostal community.

We may say that we don't worship
idols, as we belong to the Pentecostal
community.

First of all let's look into the bible; in
the Old Testament, we see that God is
giving the Ten Commandments to
Moses on Mount Sinai for his people
Israel. In Exodus Chapter 20 verses 2
onwards.

20:2 “ am the LORD thy God, which
have brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

20:3 “Thou shalt have no other gods
before me.”

20:4 “Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image, or any likeness of
anything thatis in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth”

20:5 Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the
LORD thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me;

20:6 And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and
keep my commandments.

Now let's ask ourselves what is an
Idol? And when does it become an Idol?

For an example if there is an image
or picture hanging on the wall, does it
become an idol? If there are any bible
verses along with picture hanging on
the wall, does itbecome anidol? No
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Pentecostal - The Idol Worshippers

It becomes an Idol when | say that it
is God!

It becomes an idol when | declare it
as God!

It becomes an idol when | give
credits of God's doings.

In the Bible we see that, based upon
the request of the Israelite people,
Aaron made an image of a molten calf
with the Gold Earrings of the Israelite
people. But when does it became an
Idol?

When, Aaron declared that image of
a molten calf as the God of Israel, who
has brought them out of Egypt!!

Now we see a very strange thing,
The image of a molten calf which was
just made by the hand of Aaron a few
minutes ago, All the Israel people have
started giving credits not to the great
God who has brought them out of
Egypt, But it was given to that image of
the molten calf and they started
worshipping the image of a molten calf
as their God.

We may not be worshipping idols
openly, But we do have several idols in
our life which exists in our Heart, Mind,
Body...etc.

If you love anything more than God,
thenit's Idol worshipping

If you love money/property/bank
balance more than God, then it
becomesidol

If you love your wife/husband more
than God, then itbecomes anidol.

If you love your children more than
God, then itbecomes anidol.

If you love your job/business more
than God, then it becomes idol.

If you love anything more than God,
thenitbecomes youranidol.

The one who controls your life is the
God of your life. If it's your Husband /
Wife/Children/Boss/Money which
controls your life then it become the Idol
of your life

We are living with too many idols in
our day to day life and even in our Home

We are not separated from the idols
yet. If we would have separated, Then
the living God would have made the
decisions of our Lives.

How do we understand our living
God, and how does it control our life?

Let me share a short story: There
was a believer family and the Husband
of that family was running a small
grocery store and his wife was a home
maker.

One day the husband comes home
early and asks wife to get ready for
attending a prayer meeting. But the wife
declined saying some excuses and
asks himtogoalone...

So the husband goes to the prayer
meeting alone. After the prayer meeting
when he returned home, sarcastically
the wife asks, how was the meeting?
And what was the message preacher
had delivered?

The husband replied, | cannot
explain to you the message, but the
preacher's message influenced my life
alot.

The wife again questions the
husband, if you cannot explain the
message then how does it influence
your life?

The husband replies, | may not be
able to explain to you the message, but
you know that in our grocery store we
used to give only 900 gms for 1kg items.
But tomorrow onwards it's going to be
1kg for all 1kg items. We will not steal
anymore..

Through our actions we should
prove that the Idols don't control our life.
And our life should be controlled only by
the living God. Faith should be the sole
reason behind all the actions in our life.

Faith should be practiced through
actions

Let's read another story from the
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Bible. Through the actions of Zacchae-
us, the dishonest tax collector became
Jesusdisciple.

New Testament Luke chapter 19
verses from 1to 9itsays...

19:8 Zacchaeus said to the Lord, “I
want to do good. | will give half of my
money to the poor. If | have cheated
anyone, | will pay them back four times
more.”

Let's think how Zacchaeus would
practice his faith through the actions?
How did he stop idol worship? Why is
he ready to give half of his property to
the poor? How is he going to paypPus
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Pentecostal — The ldol Worshippers ..... contd.

times more?

Do you think Zacchaeus would have
made a record of how he has fooled the
people?

Is it possible to keep the record of
people whom Zacchaeus had cheated?

No. | think Zacchaeus would have
started communicating with all the
people, and openly accepting the fact
that if anyone got cheated by him, he
would ask them to contact him so he
could pay four times more.

Zacchaeus might have started
advertising himself in front of all the
people and nation openly and accepted
his wrong doings and apologized in
front of everyone.

Then all the people / nation started
had knowing him through his actions
which had shown faith in Christ.

Think about how embarrassed he
would be in front of all the people and
nation when he openly accepted his
crime? But then still he chose this path
to prove his faith.

Properties, Money, Fame were the
idols of Zacchaeus life. But when Jesus
came to his house and his life, then he
stopped worshipping idols and gave the
control of his life to the Living God.

Our God is is the living & true God
and he is very jealous and so he looks
at his people and checks if his children
are worshipping any idols or loving
anything more than him...

We need to understand that an idol
doesn't have any life and it is not at all
concerned about your wrong doings in
life. For example if you went to a
Mantravadi / Magician / Pujari, will be
even the concerned about the wrong
doings going onin your life?

He would simply demand his needs

such as liquor and money and would do
nothing to change your life or make you
towalkin theright path.

There are even in this modern year
2018 we see that there are no changes
in the Pentecostal community and they
have considered Jesus as their idol.
There are even many preachers who
introduce Jesus as an idol publically.

Do any pastors/preachers say that
in churches, Today after our prayer
meeting, Jesus is going to come to your
house along with you. Jesus is going to
check your rooms, Jesus is going to
check your mobile phones, Jesus is
going to check your laptops, Jesus is
going to check your book and even the
newspaper you are reading, Jesus is
going to check the TV shows/movies
you are watching.

We praise & worship Jesus Christ
only in churches and outside we do the
World is demanding and live our own
life in our own way.

When the Jesus become the Idol of
ourlife?

Suppose if we went to a Mandir /
Temple then we would worship and ask
for our needs and requirements.
Likewise the Pentecostal communities
have started using Churches and
worship God and then start asking for
their needs and requirements.

For example we would ask for a job,
financial stability, children and their
future a car and at last we also give
tithes in the church similar to bribing
Jesus, so he would fulfill our prayer
requirements.

Pastors and preachers ask us to
make a deal with God, if God fulfills our
needs and requirements then we would
offer something in return to the great

mighty God.

Do we really think the mighty God,
who created everything in this world
including Humans — Does he need
anythingin return fromus?

The bible doesn't teach about
offerings, Bible teaches about Sacri-
fices and the best example is how God
himself sacrificed his one and only
beloved son for this world.

Today we are so much used to Idol
worship that we say to Jesus, you stay
only in the Church and | will come and
visit you on a weekly basis. We do not
want Jesus to talk to us, guide us and
show us the path to walk.

We do not want Jesus to punish us
when we make mistakes. We only want
his blessings and prosperity. Jesus has
become a strategy for the Pentecostal
community for their needs and require-
ments fulfillment.

Please refer Psalm 115 verses 4
onwards about Idols and their
specialty. This Idol doesn't visit us. It is
we who have to visit them. Likewise
today we are going to Church. We have
songs & worship in churches, but we
don'thave the sameinourlives.

After church we say to Jesus,
please do not come with me, Nor try to
change my lifestyle or punish me for the
wrong doings. Only Bless Me...

Dear brothers and sisters, today we
need the true living Jesus. The Jesus
who walks with me, guides me,
punishes me, commands me, talks to
me, heals me, the one who supports
and comforts me in pains & sorrows.

Only the true living God can
transform and change our lives.
Through actions we can prove that
Idols don't control our lives.

JESUS

Light for a
dark world
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Faith should be practiced through
actions.

We know that Jesus is the only true
God. But still we don't practice this true
God in our lives and hence are unable
to share the Gospel with Neighbors,
Friends, and Family... etc.

We have been called believers. But
why do we not practice what we
believe?

We often believe that through God
everything is possible? But are we the
only ones who believe? Even Satan
and his demons believe the same.

| would even say that Satan &
Demons have much more and stronger
faith in believing that Jesus Christ is the
only true God and through Jesus every-
thingis possible.

So believing in God doesn't make us
a believer, because Satan also
believes the same... But Satan is not a
believer.

Contd.... next issue
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