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Bangalore: “Arise and
Build” is a new initiative
taken by the Central District
Council of South India
Assemblies of God with the
aim of purchasing 100 lands
to build churches across
Karnataka and Goa. The
target of the mission,
spearheaded by Rev. Paul
Thangaiah, the Central
District superintendent,

along with the Executive
Committee of Central
District, was to raise one
crore rupees by August 17th.
Although it was announced
only a few months back, all
AG pastors and believers
earnestly participated in the
contribution. As a result,
God enabled them to raise
five times the original
estimate for the 'Arise and

Build' fund. Rev. Paul
Thangaiah the Central
District superintendent,
Rev. TJ. Benny, Assistant
superintendent, Rev.Arthur
Napoleon, Secretary,
RevJustin John, Treasurer

and member Daniel Koti «

encouraged the zeal of the
believers in joining with the
work for the expansion of
the God's kingdom.
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Kerala State: The City of Pergamum

of view. Pergamum was
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The Greek word Through Constantine's

Bro. Tijo T.Cherian (P.Thitta)
Sabu George (Kollam)
Kurian Alexander (Iduki)

Karnataka State
Bangalore:
Daniel M.K.
North Karnataka:
Rev. K.P.Kuriachen
Malanad Districts of
Karnataka: Pastor Lal Kumar

oo dp————co
wsrgies alewolw
@REl(1OW@EB33 WIdegw
@BR8Jo MBBHS BRAIW &GS,
eI @RS, Gallmeud,
&S 08, AIBTMSd ag’
20 @§Tlad misaslwa
a)@I0 A0AVQIGo 25-00 W@
"o BEW Y3 M3l

o————dbetp————co

Address :
HEAVENLY EXPRESS

Email: heavenlyexpressindia@gmail.com
Telephone Numbers:
09740783440, 09845154986

Pergamum was a city in the
Roman province of Asia,
west of what is now called
European Turkey. History
says that when Philetaerus
revolted against the
Thracian Lysimachus in
282 B.C it became the
capital of his kingdom,
which in 133 BC was
bequeathed by Attalus III
to the Romans, who
formed it into the province
of Asia. The first, and for
some time the only, temple
of the imperial cult was
built there (about 29 BC) in
honour of Rome and
Augustus. Pergamum was
the official administrative
capital of the province of
Asia Minor, even though
Ephesus or Smyrna may
have been the first city
from a commercial point

the centre of the official
religion, and the seat of
imperial authority and
justice in the province. It
was also a centre of the
four of the greatest pagan
cults, of Zeus, Athena,
Dionysus, and Asclepius. A
small town (Bergama) still
stands on the plain below
the site of the ancient city.

Although Pergamum was
no longer the capital of
Asia in John's time, it was
one of the cities in which
the governor regularly
heard legal cases and made
decisions. As in all
provinces the governor
alone held the right of
capital punishment.

The church in Pergamum-
A church married to the
World

'Pergamum' means
marriage (implying union)
and fortified tower. As a
sign, the church in
Pergamum prefigures the
church that entered into
marriage union with the
world and became a high
fortitied tower equivalent
to the great tree prophesied
by the Lord in the parable
of the mustard seed (Matt:
13:31-32). As we know the
church went through
severe persecution by the
Roman Emperors in the
first three centuries. But
Satan failed to destroy the
church. He changed his
strategy.  Instead Satan
tried to corrupt the church
through Constantine's
welcoming of Christianity
as the state religion in the
first part of the fourth cent.

encouragement and
political influence,
multitude of unbelievers
were baptized (without
repentance) in to the
“church.” Since the church
as a chaste bride is
espoused to Christ, her
union with the world
considered a spiritual
fornication in the eyes of
God.

Satan's throne: Satan's
throne has been
interpreted diversely as the
altar dedicated to Zeus on
the acropolis of
Pergamum, and the seat of
the Roman Governotr. As
in the message to Smyrna,
Satan is seen as the ultimate
instigator of actions taken
against Christians by local
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authorities. Satan's throne
is in the world where he
dwells and the sphere of his

reign.

In Greek Antipas means
against all. A faithful
witness of the Lord stood
against all that the worldly
church brought in and
practiced.  The word
witness suggests that
Antipas was arrested and
interrogated by the Roman
Governor. Finally he was
executed by the Roman
Governor.  Hence he
became a martyr of the
Lord. The Greek word for
martyr is same as that for
witness. He was an anti-
witness, bore an anti-
testimony against anything
that deviated from the
testimony of Jesus. In the
midst of persecution the
church did not deny the
name of Jesus but it
remained faithful to the
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Lord. The Lord's faith
denotes all that we must
believe in concerning
Lord's person and work.

But the TLord has a few
things against the church.
There were people who
held on to the teaching of
Baalam, who was a gentile
prophet who for some
wages enticed God's
people to intermarry with
the Moabites and worship
their gods(Num.25:1-3).
Idolatry always brings in
fornication. The teaching
of Balaam distracts
believers from Christ to
idolatry and from the
enjoyment of Christ to
fornication.

In the church of Ephesus
the wotrks of the
Nicolatians were found
(v.6), where as in the church
in Pergamum their work
has progressed to become a
teaching. Today in both
Catholicism and
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Protestantism, this
Nicolatian hierarchy
prevails in both practice
and teaching;

Could a Christian
participate in dinner parties
with non —Christians, in
meals which often could
consist of food offered to

et tph———c0
As children of
God it is high
time to turn to

the Lord and

seek his face
with repentance.

se————dboth———c0

such deities and involve
prayers and hymns to them.
As children of God can we
participate in Onasadhya,
where the food is sacrificed
first to an idol?

The Lord is asking the
church to Repent and turn
to Him.
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To the one who overcomes,
He will give him the hidden
manna. Mannais a type of
Christ as the heavenly food
that enables God's people
to go his way. A portion of
manna was preserved in a
golden pot concealed in the
Ark (Ex.16:32-34;
Heb.9:4). The open manna
was for the God's people to
enjoy in a public way; the
hidden manna signifying
the hidden Christ, is a
special portion reserved for
his overcoming believers,
who overcome the
degradation of the worldly
church.

If we seek the Lord and
overcome the degradation
of the church today and
enjoy a special portion of
the Lord today will be
rewarded to us in the
coming kingdom as a
hidden manna. If we
cannot enjoy him as a
special portion today in the
Christian life, how can we
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enjoy Him as a reward in
the coming kingdom?

Hetre we can see a church
reconciled to world and is
passions. There are faithful
witnesses like Antipas in
the church at the same time
there are people who holds
the teaching of Balaam and
Nicolatians.

Today the church is more
prone to the world and its
passions than ever before.
Now —a — days for many
people spirituality is a
fashion than an experience.
Especially the young
people are addicted to
cinema, serial, social media
etc. which they consider as
not harmful to Christian
life. They consider Jesus as
one of the heroes like a
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Heavenly Express is a monthly Christian
Newspaper produced by the HVAG trust.
Published on its behalf by Rev.P.K.Johnson
And edited by Bro.Blesson K.Philip.
Printed at Evangel Printers, Bangalore.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION- INDIA RS.100/-
LIFE SUBSCRIPTION - INDIA RS.2000/-
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION- OVERSEAS US $25

By money order,Demand draft or cheques.
To Heavenly express ,No.155,KSFC layout,
Oil mill road,Bangalore-560084

BANK DETAILS :
HEAVENLY EXPRESS :

A/C No. 0231053000023127
IFSC : SIBL0000231
SOUTH INDIAN BANK
M.S Nagar branch, Bangalore-43

ADVERTISEMENT RATES:
Colour pages
FRONT ONLY QUARTER PAGE: RS.1500/-
BACK ONLY QUARTER PAGE: RS 1350/-
INSIDE FULL PAGE RS. 3500/-
INSIDE HALF PAGE RS.2000/-
INSIDE QUARTER PAGE RS. 1200/-

BLACK & WHITE:
FULL PAGE RS.2500/-
HALF PAGE RS.1500/-

QUARTER PAGE RS.800/-
DISPLAY 60 WORDS RS.500/-
MATRIMONIAL RS. 300/-

o

Dead Lines: All matters for
publication should reach us before
the 20" of the previous month
along with the full payment.
Heavenly express welcomes, news, reports, ,articles for
Publication. Views expressed or implied
In advertisements or news items are not necessarily
Those of Heavenly express. While much attention is paid
To the accurate reproduction of advertisement or other
Materials, we are not responsible for any errors
or delays in Proofing, printing or posting. Heavenly express
reserves the right to edit/reject certain ads/other material
without assigning any reason. For MATRIMONIALS etc.
Readers are advised to make appropriate and thorough
Inquiries before acting upon any advertisement.
This newspaper does not necessarily
Agree to the claims or representations made
by any advertiser.
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>> From Page 3 | TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM

film /sports star. They [.ord and seek his face with
give more importance to  repentance. According to
worldly pleasures than Heb.12;1 let us put away
spiritual enjoyment. every encumbrance and the
Fasting and prayer is sinwhich so easily entangles
boring to theminstead they s and run with endurance
find time in watching TV  the race which is set before
and logging to social wus. If so, the Lord will
medias and chatting with provide us with the hidden
the opposite sex. manna and a white stone

As children of God it is Withanewnameonit. May
high time to turn to the Godbless us.

?i“:

1) What was the name of Moses' brother?
2) Which god did the people of Lystra think Paul was?

3) What ha’\?ppened to the sun when the sixth seal was
opened*

4) Who succeeded Herod the Great after his death?
5) What does the name Abram mean?

6) Which three tribes camped on the northern side of the
tabernacle in the wilderness?

7) Where was Solomon anointed?
8) What color was the High Priest's robe?

9) How many silver pieces would each Philistine lord give
to Delilah If she betrayed Samson?

10) David refers to the tribe of Judah as his what in the
Psalms?

The correct answers should reach, on or before 25th of
the respective month, to the following address:
The Quiz Master, Heavenly Express, No.|55, KSFC

Layout, Oil Mill Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084.
(or) Email Id : heavenlyexpressindia@gmail.com
First and second prize will be awarded for every publication.

ANSWERS FOR BIBLE QUIZ 8

1) Rachel (Gen 31:32) 6) Love (1 Pe 4:8)

2) Philip (Acts 8:38) 7) Benhadad (2 Ki 8:15)

3) Tent peg (Jdg 4:21) 8) Archelaus (Matt 2:22)

4) Forty-eight (Josh 21:41) 9) Prevails with God (Gen 32:28)
5) He was circumcised (Luke 2:21) 10) Imagine evil (Pro 12:20)
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yet suffer thirst..

staying in its paths,

themselves in;

Darkness

Sheena Tomy

Moving boundary stones;
pasturing stolen flocks,
driving away orphan's donkey
and thrusting the needy from the path....
The poor go about their

labor of foraging food;

the wasteland provide

food for their children.

Having nothing to cover,

spending nights naked in the cold
drenched by mountain rains

hugging the rocks for shelter...

Fatherless child snatched from breast
Infant seized for a debt..

Carrying the sheaves, yet hungry..
crushing olives among the terraces
treading the winepresses.

The groans of the dying rise from the city,
the souls of the wounded cry out for help..

Rebelling against the light’;
not knowing its ways or

Daylight gone the murderer rises up..
Adulterers, thieves...by day they shut

want nothing to do with the light'...
For all of them midnight is their morning;
making friends with the terrors of
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PROTECT SECULAR

FABRIC,

Delhi: The Supreme Court
has cautioned non-
governmental organiza-
tions from making
allegations which would
disturb the country's
secular fabric. We are a
secular state and everything
should be done that
protects the secular fabric.
Nobody should do things

SAYS SC

to disturb the secular
fabric; said the chief
justices of India in a case
probing in to incidents of
conversion.

There were 823 incidents
of communal tension last
year in India and 149
incidents from April to
June this year.

DEPUTY CM APOLOGIZES
FOR COMMENTS

Panaji: Goas's Deputy
Chief Minister Francis
D'Souza has apologized for
his controversial
comments regarding
Hinduism and Christianity.
“Hindu is my culture,
Christianity is my religion.
When I say Hindu, it means
culture and not religion,
Hindu culture is 5000 years

old and my religion is 2000
years old,” Mr D'Souza
clarified. Earlier Mr
D'Souza had said, India is a
Hindu country, it is
Hindustan. All Indians in
Hindustan are Hindus,
including me, I am a
Christian Hindu.”His
Comments triggered
uproar in the national
media and on the political
scene. The opposition
asked the Goa Roman
Catholic Church to
excommunicate him for
committing heresy. Mr
D'Souza is one of the
senior- most minority
members of the ruling BJP
in Goa.
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200 million
Child Brides!

India is home to one third
of the World's child brides,
according to a new
UNICEF report. Some 700
million girls across the
globe have been married
off before reaching age 18
according to the report.
India passed a law in 2006
banning child marriages;
but child Marriages are
rarely reported to local
authorities because of
society's acceptance of the
practices and because of
few people see it as
breaking of law. The

AG

CHURCH
CENTENNIAL

Sprig field: In this our
100th year we must
redouble our efforts to bear
witness, in the power of the
Holy Spirit, to reach all the
world with the gospel, said
A G General
Superintendent George
Wood on the occasion of
its centennial celebrations.
The AG church is the
World's largest Pentecostal
denomination with some
67 million members. It is
also one of the fastest
growing International
protestant denominations.

government says it has
taken significant steps to
end child marriage. A
national commission for
protection of Child Rights
was formed in 2007 for the
proper enforcement of
children's rights while a
national strategy on child
marriage prevention
focusing on
enforcement, access
quality education and other
opportunities for
empowerment of
adolescents was established
in2012.

law
to

RUSSIA RE-
BUILDING
THE CHURCH

Russian President Valdimir
Putin has called for two
monasteries and a church
that were demolished
during Soviet times to be
rebuilt in the Kremlin. The
largest overhaul of the sites
architectural landscape in
nearly a century. Putin has
cultivated strong ties with
Patriarch Kirill, the head of
the Russian Orthodox
Church, adopting more
Conservative policies and
prompting some critics to
suggest the line separating
state and Church has
become blurred.

WOMEN BISHOPS

APPROVED

July 15: The Church of
England has voted to allow
women to become bishops
for the first time in its
history. The General Synod
gave final approval to
legislation introducing the
change by the required two-
thirds majority. The
previous voting 2012 was
backed by the Houses of
Bishops and Clergy but
blocked by traditionalist lay
members. The Anglican
commomunion has the
largest Christian
denomination in Briton
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and a presence in more
than 160 countries. Women
bishops are already in
office in a number of
provinces including the US,

Canada, South Africa,
Australia and New eland.
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