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Encounter means a meeting of two individuals
face to face: An encounter with God means a
meeting that engages the created fallen and
weak human beings directly with God who is the
Supreme Being, Majestic, Holy and Almighty. He
is the blessed Potente, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or

ENCOUNTERING GOD

Dr. P C Abraham

can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power.”

1Tim.6:15, 16

The common thread

Biblical accounts of human encounters with God have produced
a certain common phenomena. Encountering God will pull down
all defenses; and all masks dropped down. You feel exposed and
vulnerable before an all knowing God who is powerful enough to
crush you down to dust. “The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord’s
throne is in heaven; his eyes behold, his eye lids tests the children of
men. The Lord tests the righteous, but the wicked and the ones who
loves violence, his soul hates”. Psalm 11:4, 5. So encountering God
will never be a casual meeting. It will be a serious matter and often
‘dangerous’to the soul. Expect brokenness, tears, rebukes, corrections
and also comforts in the process. You will never remain the same.
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(Continued in Page 7)
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Views and opinions expressed in various articles and features
in “Hello Hope" are only of the writers and not necessarily
of the publishers.
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gouquet

Mr Cherian Mathews
Director and Managing Editor
Hello Hope

Dear Brother in Christ,

Greetings to you in the precious and matchless
name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

I am extremely delighted to note that you are
launching a believers' monthly journal titled " Hello
Hope, " as part of your noble mission of promoting
the Gospel ministry in the Gulf in general and Bahrain in particular. In
this connection, we have to thank our Lord for placing us in the beautiful
Kingdom of Bahrain, where the benevolent rulers have given us the freedom
to practise and propagate our faith . May God bless this great country and
its gracious rulers.

When I heard about this new journal , it reminded me about William Carey;,
the Father of modern mission, who said : "Expect great things from God,
Attempt great things for God." I am sure God will honour your attempt,
and you can expect greater things from Him in the days and years to come.
We are all privileged to be Christians whose Hope is in a living God.
Remember the words of Peter: " Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In His great mercy, He has given us new birth into a
living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (I
Peter: 1: 3 -6).

"The Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their Hope in His
unfailing love". (Psalms: 147:11).

As you launch Hello Hope, the Lord will delight in you.

Once again, let me congratulate you on this great initiative which will go a
long way in promoting the gospel for the extension of His Kingdom.

God bless you.
Soman Baby

Chief Editor, Daily Tribune (DT News)
and President YMCA, Bahrain

mleBB8)6S @RE](AIIWEBBS)o
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Hello Hope Journal
P.O. Box :10489

Kingdom of Bahrain

E-mail :hhgulfnews@gmail .com
Whatsapp : 00973 38383399
Fax: 17877171
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It is a matter
of great joy
to know

that a new
magazine,
Hello Hope,
that focuses
on family and
hope is being
published.
We live in a world that has lost
hope. Having been alienated from
God, the world seems to lose its
moorings and spiraling down into
an abyss of meaninglessness. The
crises within and without signify a
fracturing of hope based on human
capabilities. But, if there is one
word that summarizes the work of
God in Jesus, it is the word Hope.
The Bible shows us a God who has
not lost hope in this world, and is
still engaging the world through
the Holy Spirit. In Christ we
experience God’s living hope. It

is the call and commission of each
believer to rely on the divine hope,
make it relevant, and share it to the
world.

I would like to convey my
wholehearted wishes and fervent
prayers to those who have made
this magazine a reality, and to all
those who will read it. It is our
earnest desire that the magazine
spread out its wings and fly
high, thus expanding its reach
and instilling hope among the
expatriates all over Gulf.

In His Service
Jiji Varghese
Al-Khobar, Saudi Arabia
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IPC BAHRAIN FASTING PRAYER

Started on on 23rd March until 13th April
at The New Indian School, from 7.30pm to 9.00pm

Bro. Saju John Mathew
Bro. John Thomas (Qatar)

Pastor Raju (Houston)
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Sisters’ Outlook

o you find that every day is a

busy rush? It seems we hardly
have time to sit still, rest or relax! In
this busy traffic of life, where do we
have the time to sit quietly at the
feet of Jesus? We think we have so
much to do during the day that we
end up hurrying with our prayers!
But let’s see what the Bible has to say
about this...

Luke 10:38- 42 NKJV

38 Now it happened as they
went that He entered a certain
village; and a certain woman
named Martha welcomed Him
into her house. 39 And she had a
sister called Mary, who also sat at
Jesus’[a] feet and heard His word.
40 But Martha was distracted with
much serving, and she approached
Him and said, “Lord, do You not
care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Therefore tell her to
help me.”

41 And Jesus[b] answered and said
to her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and troubled about many

things. 42 But one thing is needed,
and Mary has chosen that good
part, which will not be taken away
from her.”

When we are busy, we try to use our
own effort, intelligence, skill and
speed to finish our work. But most
days, however hard we labour, it
seems that our work never gets over,
always looming like an imposing
mountain before us! At the end of
the day we are left exhausted and
frustrated!! On the contrary, though,
if we know we are going to be busy
but we still choose to spend quality
time with the Lord, then when we
go about our work, He not only
empowers us with His strength from
above but also showers His wisdom
on us. The result is that we are
able to finish our work quickly and
efficiently! Indeed, all the speed and
intelligence the whole world has to
offer cannot match up to our Lord’s
wisdom!!

Let's follow Mary’s example, sitting
for more time at Jesus’ feet. He's the
Onewho will give us His supernatural
power to sail through our work each
day! Haven't we experienced that
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the days we spend more time at His
feet, we finish our work earlier than
expected, feel rested and even get
time to relax? For this is fulfillment
of the Scripture ---

Isaiah 40:31 (KJV)

But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.

The truth of life is that many days
we spend too little time in prayer
and when we do our prayers are
hurried too. But the Lord wants us to
spend quality time in His presence
daily! We need to lay aside our
earthly cares and just relax and sit
in His presence for some time. We
need to just focus on the Lord and
the love relationship that we have
with Him. Here at His feet is where
we can pour out our hearts to Him
completely! Nothing should come
between us and our Lord during this
time. No matter whatever tensions
we have, we should set these aside
and be lost in Him, in His loving, life-
giving Presence! Then His peace will
descend into us and when we get

Sis. Julie Mathew
(Dubai)
up from His Presence and with His
Presence to go and face the world,
we can do it in a better way, a truly
victorious way!

This is infinitely better than any
relaxation technique that the world
has to offer! Sitting at the feet of
Jesus will purge away our tensions,
remove the aches and pains from
our bodies (which most often
build up due to stress) and flush
out the toxins that accumulate in
our bodies. We will find that we are
maintained in good health! All this
just by spending quality time with
our Lord! How important it is that
we decide today itself, like Mary,
to spend quality time at the feet of
our Lord Jesus!

[ Princy Sara Thomas
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Get Inside the Frame

God delights in encountering man.
During the encounter he invites
you to get inside the frame with
him. In that meeting of ecstatic
intimacy with God, the human
soul is changed into his likeness
without even you knowing what
is happening to you. He offers
himself to you and causes you to
absorb as much of Him as you can.
The purpose is to instill confidence
into your soul to agree with God in
the unfolding of his plan of action
concerning you. He is about to
reveal your role and is ready to
invite you to participate with Him.

The principle of

Osmosis at work

Osmosis is the movement of
molecules of a solvent of lesser
concentration through a semi
permeable membrane towards the
solvent of a high concentration. The
pressure exerted by the moving
molecules on to the membrane
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Dr. P C Abraham

is called the osmotic pressure.
Osmosis in Greek means to push
through or to thrust. Our hunger
pang for experiencing God, the
pressure of dissatisfaction of our
inner being with the status quo and
the burning desire to be changed
into Christ likeness in our spirit
constitute the kind of spiritual
osmotic pressure within ourselves.
That is what we experience during
our encounter with God. If we are
reluctant to engage and are holding
ourselves back from God we may
miss the boat. Often, it is our pride,
our self-admiration, our puffed up
self-sufficiency, our fallen nature etc
that become the agents, prompting
us to refuse God’s invitation for a
spiritual osmosis.

The After Glow

Apostle John at the Isle of Patmos
narrates the story of the glorified
Jesus encountering with the
seven churches of Asia Minor. For
each church he makes a spiritual
scanning, gives a report of the
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spiritual condition of the church;
then he prescribes medicine for
cure and a rewarding promise to
get well. To the church at Pergamos,
he concludes his report with an
exhortation. “To him that overcomes
will | give to eat of the hidden manna
and will | give him a white stone and
on the stone a new name written
which no one knows except the one
who receives it (Rev. 2:17).

MacArthur explains: A White stone
is a memento that is given along
with the trophy to the athlete who
has won the game. The stone will be
his identity proof for his admission
to the banquet hall where the
winners are honored and celebrated
at the end of the game. The new
name could be a personal message
of appreciation from the King.
Similarly, there awaits a blessed
banquet of the Marriage Supper of
the Lamb for those who relished
their encountering with God. For a
believer in Christ, the celebrations
are not here. It is kept as an eternal
reality that awaits fulfillment with
the coming of Christ in glory.

The alternative
Instead of spiritual osmosis, the
alternativeis to keep your heart away
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from God, refusing to be drawn by
the Spirit's osmotic pressure, but
idly and casually go through the
motions of religiosity, participate
in the church programs, and avoid
encountering God. Thus keep your
heart with yourself wrapped up
with an impermeable membrane,
buried in fleshly activities, locked
up water tight, air tight and God
tight, as in a safe deposit locker.
At the end of it all, your heart
will remain, although safe with
you, will become brittle, stiff and
unbreakable due to spiritual
malnutrition and deprivation.... It
willbecome hardened, unworkable,
stiff, unresponsive and useless.

So there these are two options
available to us: Either to stay where
we are and admiring ourselves over
the past trophies and accolades
won within the confines of our
religious comfort zone or to
respond to God’s invitation for an
ongoing series of fresh encounters
with Him. Our further progress
in spiritual walk will depend on
our responses to the wooing of
the lover of our soul for a spiritual
romance. That will put us on road
to Christ likeness and victorious
Christian life. The choice is yours.
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"Being confident of this very thing, that which has begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Phil: 1: 6

Greetings in Jesus Name,

| would like to thank you for giving me
this opportunity to pen down few words
and greetings on behalf of MIDDLE EAST
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH (MEPC). We are greatly
delighted to know about this monthly journal
entitled, "Hello Hope." We believe that this
journal will benefit us to get to know each other among the various
Pentecostal Churches. Moreover, this journal will be served as to
give hope to the people who are in pain and frustration. We pray
that, let God use this journal as an extension of His Kingdom in
the Perl Island. Someone says like that, "Don't wait until you reach
your goal to be proud of yourself. Be proud of every step you take."
May this effort, determination, and your work, help you to proud
of every step you take. May the Lord glorified through you and this
journal.

"Therefore, my brethren, be you steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord."

Yours In Christ

Pr. Jaison Kuzhivila
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President, The Middle East Pentecostal Church (MEPC)

Mobile: 33353205

Dear Brother
Cherian
Mathews &
team

I am really
happy to
know that
you are in the process of
publishing a family journal
named ‘Hello Hope'.

| pray and hope that, it will be a
real comfort to many who read
and correct themselves in their
daily walk with the LORD.

| take this opportunity to wish
this publication all the success,
so that it may encourage
and edify many who really
want to grow and strengthen
spiritually.

Thanking you,
Yours in the LORD,

Pr. Varghese Mathew
Full Gospel Church
of Philadelphia

On behalf of Church of
God (Full Gospel Prayer
Fellowship), we extend
our immense happiness
and fraternal greetings
on publishing ‘Hello Hope
Journal from the harbour
of Kingdom of Bahrain.

May this journal be a worth
reading and bring a new
hope on the readers. We
wish all the best and assure
our sincere prayers and
supports and may our

Lord bless all those who
are behind this great work.

With Prayers
Tom.K.M
Secretary
Church of God
(Full Gospel
Prayer
Fellowship)
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I am happy
to know
that Brother
Cherian
Mathews

is going to
publish a
Believers
Monthly
Journal "HELLO HOPE".

Tobeginisto be half done, Getting
startedistheabsolute hardestpart.
In the meantime | know that he
want to do something significant
for the Lord and move into new
areas of service for Him-. God is
looking for men & women who
will be committed to living for
His way and stepping into the
purposes He has for their lives.
He wants man and woman who
are willing to sacrifice themselves
for His kingdom, who are willing
to say, "Not my will, but Yours be

done."

| pray that you will be equipped and ready when God says, "Now is the
time." And the doors of opportunity open. Just keep doing what's right
and when you least expect it, you will get a CALL from God giving you

your assignment.

Remember,

God "is able to do

exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us" (Ephesians 3:20). He has more

for you than you can imagine.

It gives me
profound
joy to know
that a noble
Christian
endeavour

is going to
take place in
the Kingdom
of Bahrain from the 1st April 2017
onwards: the publication of the
Christian monthly journal ‘Hello
Hope' There are numerous highly
resourceful Christian brethren
living in this island but sadly, no
effort has been made all through
these decades to nourish and
nurture their talents for the glory
of God and His Church.

| am sure that the Hope Harbour
will open new avenues for the
entire spectrum of the believing
community in Bahrain - kids,
teens, young adults and parents.
Let this endeavour encourage
each one of us to pray, study,
meditate and write. Let enriching
articles come out that will bring
comfort and happiness to the over
5000 readers the Editorial Board
hopes to reach. | pray that this
might be yet another milestone
in the history of the Christian
community in this island.

On behalf of ICPF, | extend my best
wishes and fullest cooperation in
the success of the Hello Hope.
May it bring glory to the Lord’s
most holy name! Amen

Bro. Rajesh Joy
President — ICPF Bahrain Chapter

| would like to congratulate and
extend my best wishes to all the
team members of Hello Hope.

And now may "the God of hope
fill you with all joy and each
believing, that you may abound
in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13). Stay
focused on God, and He will
keep you in perfect peace as He
moves you into the future He
has for you.

For Revival Fellowship
Church of Bahrain
Family

Rev. Dr.K.G.Daniel
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Defending Your Faith

As we know, several Christian parents are
concerned that many of their children are
unable to share their faith with unbelievers simply
because of fear! They are afraid that the non-
Christians will ask them a question or raise an
objection that they cannot answer. So they choose
to remain silent and thus hide their light under a
bushel. | believe it is time for ourChristian leaders
to acknowledge this serious problem and do everything possible to
resolve it and enable and empower our young generation to defend
their faith with confidence.

262oWl0)M)8S).
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The Bible clearly teaches us that defending the Christian faith
(Apologetics) was greatly needed in the first century Church and
beyond any doubt is still needed today. The Apostle Paul was doing
apologetics when he debated the Greek thinkers at the Areopagus
in Athens (Acts 17). Peter the Apostle summed it up when he wrote:
‘Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have ‘(1 Peter 3:15).

Let us look a little deeper into the meaning of the word apologetics.
The word Apologetics ,comes from a Greek word ‘apologia’ meaning
‘to make a defense’ that is to sayto defend the Christian faith with
confidence in the Word of God. In other words, knowing what you
believe and why you believe it and respond to challenges that are
brought against Christian faith.Christian apologetics is a field of
Christian theology that presents historical, reasoned, and evidential
bases for Christianity, defending it against objections. (Christian
apologetics - Wikipedia).

Why the topic of apologetics is so relevant today? | would like to
add a caution here. We should not underestimate the intellectual
questions of many of our children. The internet has made it possible
for even the youngest children to come into skeptical atheism
online. So we need to help children to engage with the issues from
a young age. Tom Price, an academic tutor at OCCA (Oxford Centre
for Christian Apologetics) stated: ‘I would say that if we don't do
apologetics with children then somebody else will do apologetics
for something else with them. Whether that is the beauty industry,
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the fashlon mdustry, secular worldviews, or the Christian Gospel, is
up to each parent”.

The goal of this article is to humbly suggest to the leaders of our
churches and Sunday schools to consider creating clear-thinking
Christian young people/children who will not be afraid to share their
faith with anybody. We have faith that is not based on unrealistic
thinking or a leap in the dark.The evidence is there for any who take
the time to examine it.

Ofcourse, we as parents, can present much of this evidence at home,
but Sunday school classes, in my opinion, need to add apologetics to
their curriculum in order to achieve the goal outlined in this article.
We should use children’s Christian education as a way to build a firm
foundation of evidence so when they confront the outside world,
they will not be shaken in their beliefs!
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THE ULTIMATE PURPOSE IN LIFE G

Many people live their lives in
this world as if it is only this
life that matters. They think
that making money, achieving
some desired status, having
certain possessions are all
what life is all about. They feel
that they should strive to attain
such things in life, otherwise
they conclude that they didn't
achieve their goals. Sadly, this
kind of thinking has permeated
the hearts of many professing
Christians also. Are all these
what life is all about?

The Bible makes it very clear as
to what our ultimate purpose
in life should be. We see
people in both the Old and
New Testament eras seeking
and discovering life’s purpose.
After going through all of life's
pleasures, the wisest man who
ever lived, Solomon, discovered
the uselessness of life when it
is lived only for this world. He
gives these remarks in the end
of the book of Ecclesiastes:
“Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear God
and keep His commandments,
for this is man's all. For
God will bring every work
into  judgement, including
every secret thing, whether
good or evil" (Eccl. 12:13-
14). Solomon says that life’s
ultimate purpose is all about
keeping God's commandments

and honouring Him with our
thoughts and lives, because
we will stand before Him in
judgement.

We should see life on this earth
in the correct perspective. There
are many whose focus is just
on this earthly life. Unlike them,
we see King David looking for

We should see life

on this earth in the
correct perspective.
There are many whose
focus is just on this
earthly life.

his satisfaction in the age to
come. He said in Ps. 17:15, “As
for me, | will see Your face in
righteousness; | shall be satisfied
when | awake in Your likeness.”
For David, full satisfaction would
come in the next life beholding
God's face and being like Him (1
John 3:2).

We see Asaph (the chiefsinger)in
Psalm 73, talking about how he
was tempted to be jealous of the
wicked who seemed to have no
cares and built their prosperity
by taking advantage of others,
but then he considered their
ultimate end. In contrast to
what they pursued, he says in
Ps. 73:25 what mattered to him:

“Whom have |l in heaven but You?
And there is none upon earth
that | desire besides You.” To
Asaph, the relationship with God
mattered above everything else
in life. Without that relationship,
there is no real purpose in life.

In the New Testament, the
apostle Paul talks about his
religious piety and achievements
before being confronted by
the risen Christ. He says that
all those what he considered
as valuable in life are now like
rubbish after knowing Christ
(Phil. 3:8). He continues by saying
that all he wants is to know
Christ and “be found in Him,” to
have His righteousness even if it
meant suffering and death (Phil.
3:9-11). Ultimately he looked
forward to the resurrection from
the dead.

In God's original plan, our
purpose in life is to 1) glorify
God and enjoy fellowship with
Him, 2) have good relationships
with others, 3) work, and 4) have
dominion over the earth. But
because of the Fall of Man, the
fellowship with God was broken,
relationships with others are
stressed, work seems to be
frustrating and hard, and man
struggles to have dominion over
the earth. Only when fellowship
with God is restored through
faith in Jesus Christ can purpose
in life be rediscovered.

APRIL 2017
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The Bible says,
“And the world
is passing
away, and the
lust of it; but
he who does
the will of God
abides forever” (1 John 2:17).
Instead of just living for this
world and its passing pleasures
we need to discover our life’s
true purpose - glorify God by
fearing and obeying Him, keep
our eyes on our future home
in heaven, and know God
intimately all the more day by
day. One can find meaning to
life only by knowing God and
having a personal relationship
with Him through Jesus Christ.
By following His purpose for
our lives, we enjoy God and we
will experience true and lasting
joy. Jesus Himself said, “I have
come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10). Yes,
Jesus wants to bless you with
the abundant life not just here
on earth but also wants you to
enjoy fellowship with Him in
eternity. It all starts with your
decision to make Him your
Lord and Saviour, and having a
personal relationship with Him.
Today, would you reconsider
your real purpose in life?
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Re arranges the letters
to find the woman of the
Bible.

Example: Daily=Lydia
1.Rim aim

2. Bad hero

3. Threes

4. Bite heals
5. At harm
6. Clips rail
7. Rap a ship
8. Habitat

9. Hash tune
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William Shakespeare in his drama “As you like it” described world as a
stage. He compared the world to a stage and life to a play that catalogues
the seven stages of man’s life. “All the world’s stage and all the men and women merely
players, they have their exits and entrances”. He started with a character of an infant
and ended with second childishness. All human beings are merely actors for a short
span.

Whereas Bible teaches us that we are on this earth for a short while. Sojourners (guests)
don’t get attached to the country they are passing through. David told the people of his
kingdom “for we are strangers before God and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our
days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding” (1st Chronicle 29:15)He
was a king over many people and yet he decided to be a guest in the earth. Jacob spoke
about it as “my days of pilgrimage”. The Apostle Peter referred to believers as strangers
and pilgrims. The heroes of faith in Hebrews chapter eleven, by their life style declared
that they were strangers and sojourners on this earth.

Most of us don’t view ourselves as sojourners and thus heaven is not our prime focus,
instead we worry about how do I face my exam? Will the exam result help my further
studies? What will help me to overcome personal problems? I strongly suggest you all to
cement in your heart, the central motive of the Christian life thatis the love of God shown
to us on the cross. This should motivate you to endure any hardship for the few years you
are on this earth.

For one thing, when you visit your friend or a relative to stay with them for few days, you
don’t worry about your breakfast or dinner, shelter etc.;it is the duty of the host to take
care of everything during your stay. Same way, God has given us the promise that He
will fulfil all of our needs in this earthly life. Hence your thought should be “I am here
for a short period”. When the ravens stopped bringing bread for Elijah, God arranged
a widow to provide food for him. After a while, God provided special food through His
angel when he was afraid of Jezebel. Ravens-widow-angel — the great amazing caring
hand of God to the sojourner, Elijah and then he was taken up to heaven in chariots of
fire.

Let us sing together

“I am a Christian and my name is pilgrim

I am on a journey but I am not alone

Jesus is with me and he goes before me----

And He is leading me Home...

Here’s where your road begins, don’t stop don’t settle in-----

Head high keep your eyes above

Don’t think of giving up

He brought you this far He won’t stop now

Walk o-on walk o-on”
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STAY
CONNECTED

There was a time when we used to
marvel at God’s creation

Emlyn James

But now we seem to be starting down at
some crazy invention.

Bible says “each one should carry his
own load”

So now each one carries his own

“I Phone”

Our forefathers used to look up and
pray to God

Well we look up, for WI-FI signals.
We buy now covers so that our screen
don’t get scratched

But we don’t even care when our Bible
has been smashed.

“Pray without ceasing “ has become
“Post without thinking”

“Give thanks in all circumstances”

Is actually

“Give ‘status update’ in all
circumstances” .

We comment and we like, we post
and we share

While we push away Jesus and all

of his care.

We strive so hard to stay connected
to our friends.

But very few are going to be there when
our time ends.

So turn away from your phone,

forget the display

We’ve got a very short life, live it in
God’s away.

Don’t waste your life getting caught
in the net

‘Cause when the Lord comes nothing
is worse than regret.

Let’s leave distractions behind, and
serve the Lord in fear

Follow our Father’s instructions,
forqthe end is near
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Many times
in life we
go through
experiences
that seem
bitter to us.
But in God's
eyes, those
are the very moments, He
is making things better. The
Bible says , " In everything
God works forthe good of
those who love Him, who
are called according to His
purpose". We might not
understand the process or
be able to fully comprehend
what God is upto. But the
best thing we can choose
to do is to trust God even
when we don't understand,
even when we don't see the
end from the beginning. We
need to have full confidence
in what God is doing in our
lives.

God never makes mistakes
and He knows exactly what
He's doing.Trust God, His will,
His timing, His ways, His plans
and  processes.God  takes
care of even the tiny details
of our lives, that eveeryone
else fails to see. He knows us
completely and His plans and
ways are always the best for
us.As William Cooper says in
his hymn:

'‘God moves in a mysterious
way His wonders to perform
He plans His footsteps in the
sea and rides upon the storm.

Ye fearful saints fresh courage
take,

The clouds ye so much dread
are big with mercy

And shall break in blessings on
your head

Blind unbelief is sure to err and
scan His work in vain,
God is His own interpreter and
He will make it plain.’

God has a purpose in our
adversities, storms, heartaches,
humiliations,delays, losses
and all the things that make
us ask why. One day, we'll
see and understand God's
purpose behind that path He
chose specifically for us.When
we don't understand whats
happening, in our most difficult
moments, we can cry out to
God. We can pray,

God wants us to walk by
faith even when we don't
understand His plans.

Let's think of when God spoke
to Abraham to leave his people

,to go to the land that God
would show him.Abraham
didn't understand or see
God's plan, but he chose to
walk by faith even when He
couldn't fully comprehend
what God was upto, in his life.
Faith is, trusting God, even
when we don't understand
His plan for our lives.Joseph
while being betrayed by his
brothers, while being taken
away from his dear fatherto a
foreign and kept in jail, didn't
understand what God was
doing. Moses, while fleeing
from Pharaoh to Midian and
tending the sheep didn't
know that God would use him
to deliver Israel. David while
caring for sheep didn't know
that oneday would become
become King of Israel.

So, let's remember to trust
God at times we don't
understand what He is
doing. God has a purpose
for your pain, a reason for
your struggle and reward for
your faithfulness. Don't give
up!Trust God completely!



- Hello Hope - Hope Harbour for Beleivers
Jesus Christ, the beacon of our hope

Pastor Wilson Cherian
What's hope? EHNEE.
How's it defined?
How was it
realized in the
Greco- Roman
world and what's
the new concept
of 'hope' in the
Gospel context? Hope denotes
expectations of good times and
things in the future. In general,
people hope to do well or be
better in every aspect of life
that includes health, career
and family. However, as one
who follows Christ, our ultimate
hope is not confined to the
material world but the Kingdom
of God. Therefore, we read seek
ye first the Kingdom of God and
all these things shall be added
unto you (Matthew 6:33). In
this article, we will confine to
the understanding of hope in
the Greco-Roman world and the
gospels.
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Hope in the

Greco-Roman world
Hope in the Greek Philosophies
and in the Roman Empire did
not address the aspiration of the
people adequately. Rather they
led to the deep desire to look
forward for a lasting hope.

In the Greek understanding,
hope- elpis- denotes anticipation
of the future for good or bad.
Hope is good for the wise people
who base their expectation
on scientific evaluations but
for others it can turn to be
deluding. Thus in the Greek
context, hope is the blessing
of only the wise and intelligent
and an unattainable vision for
the common people. The Greek
philosophies are complex in
effect that they include various
strands together. On one hand,
Plato extends hope beyond
the present life, so that one
need not fear death. On the
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other hand, Stoics undermine
the concept of hope stating it
as subjective projection of the
future. The Greek philosophies
thus attempt to eradicate fear
of death either by offering life
beyond death or by maintaining
death as end in itself like the
Epicurean philosophy.  From
religious perspective, Greco-
Roman deities like Zeus, assure
hope in the earthly perspective.
Augustus the first Roman
emperorislaudedforfulfillingold
hopes and igniting new hopes.
Augustus is known for bringing
peace in the Roman republic.
Augustus fought against all
fighting factions within Roman
republic, shed blood, killed and
subdued them. Therefore, the
Roman republic gifted him the
title of emperor. Thereafter,
Roman republic became Roman
Empire (BC 31). The Roman

Empire continued to have the
attitude to dominate, exploit
and subdue others including
Palestine. The enthronement of
Herod the Great as a vassal king
of Roman Empire, appointment
of Governor Pilate in Judea, and
the tax system evidences the
control of Roman Empire over
Palestine and their exploitation.
It's into the midst of this
oppressed  Jewish  people,
waiting to be liberated from an
oppressive regime waiting for
a Messiah, that Jesus appeared
on earth proclaiming hope
(Matthew 1:21). The name
Jesus means one who would
save his people. In the Gospel
of Matthew, people expected
deliverance from the bondage of
Romans, and the Jewish leaders
who aligned with the Roman
Empire in their exploitation.

....(To be continued in the next issue)
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Transliteration Meaning Reference
1 Qeo.j Theos God John 1
2  Kurioj IKurios Lord/master Matthew 10:25
3 Xristo,j Christos s rvel iz Matthew 1:16
one
4 avpo,stoloj apostolos Slpeelleymees John 13:16
senger
5 vlhsou/j lésous Jesus Matthew 1:16
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Knowledge of right and wrong is not sufficient for obedience

; P Merin Varghese Bose
Knowmg what is rlght o Wro.ng Palmerston North, New Zealand
should be enough to help us live _

obediently, right? Why is it not that simple?
So, how do we actually obey God? Right from
the beginning, when God saw something that
was not good, he fixed it. For instance, when
he made Adam and saw that it was not good
for him to be alone, God made him a woman.
Again, after they sinned, and he saw that they
did their best to try and cover up, God clothed
them. God revealed his standards and when the Israelites
couldn't keep them, he sent Jesus to fulfill them, for them
and us and “made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so

that in him we might become the righteousness of God" 2
Corinthians 5:21.

However, after we have been made righteous in Christ
Jesus, why do many Christians still face the same dilemma of
disobedience or unrighteous living? See how God has always
been in charge of making everything perfect? Let us remind
ourselves, “it is God who makes both us and you stand firm
in Christ.” 2 Corinthians 1:21. This increases our faith and
confidence in God, because we are not trusting in ourselves,
but, in Him. Paul earnestly prayed that, “ the glorious Father,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you
may know him better.” When we know God more, we can
live in his obedience and freedom that is found in Him. Jesus
paid with his blood so that, “ You have been set free from sin
and have become slaves to righteousness.” So as one who is

in Christ, it is righteousness that has power over us, and not
sin. Romans 12:1&2 says “Therefore, | urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-this is your true and proper
worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing
and perfect will". When we offer ourselves to God as often as
we can- when we are driving, when we are at work, when we
are preparing food, when shopping, when we are with our
family and friends, God can do his will through us more and
more. When we continually renew our minds by reminding
ourselves of the pattern of the kingdom of God, we can live
according his good will.

So, let us be reminded of trustworthy encouragements
through the Holy Spirit, “for it is God who works in you to will
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose”. Philippians 2:13.
The more we are reminded of who is working in us, the more
we can allow God's will to flow through. When we constantly
try to obey God in our own will (with all good intention), it
can wear us down and bear very little fruit (if at all). Bearing
fruit comes naturally to a fruit tree, fruits of the spirit comes
naturally to the perfect Holy Spirit, so let us allow God to work
in us at every time. The more we know God, the more we can
relax and have faith, that “in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose.” Romans 8:28.

Amen
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Holy Spirit-

1.The Holy
Spirit is one
among the

triune God. In
the beginning
of the bible
we can see
how the
Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters. In
the beginning the earth was
without form, void and in a
completely darkened state,
but the Spirit of God started to
work and creations took place.
The Holy Spirit and the word
of God in unity redeemed
the wasteland into a place
of habitation. The Holy Spirit
not only adorned the earth
but also adorned nations. He
created and adorned the sky.
(Job 26:12-13).

The movement of the Holy
Spirit was specific since the

deliverance of the Israelites
from Egypt. God assured
Moses that His presence
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Councillor

Pastor Sunny John
Cambridge, UK

would go before him (Exodus
33-14-15). God asked Moses
to build a tabernacle for the
indwelling of His presence amid
his people during their exodus.
God asked Moses to construct
the tabernacleaccording to the
pattern that Moses was shown
in the mountain of Horeb .God
also anointed Bezalel and
Oholiab with the wisdom to
make all the craftsmanship.
They both did as per the divine
knowledge imparted upon by
the Holy Spirit.

2. The Holy Spirit was dealing
directly with the formation of
the tabernacle for God. Similarly,
the Holy Spirit adorns each
believer of the new testament
as the habitation of God (Eph
2:22) or the temple of God. The
filling of the Holy Spirit leads to
craftsmanship or production.
God always wants to fill His
people with the Holy Spirit.
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Jesus was filled with the Spirit
during His baptism in the river
Jordan and that filling led Him
to the wilderness to be tempted
by devil. Jesus overcame
temptation, became victorious
and the devil departed from
Him. On the day of Pentecost,
the disciples of Jesus were filled
up with the Holy Spirit . They
literally became bold to testify
Jesus and established the word
of God by wonders and miracles
among the gentile crowd. The
Holy Spirit is the divine gift from
God for the new testament
church.

During the old testament
period ,prophets and kings
were anointed to do the will of
God. King Saul and King David
were anointed through the
prophet Samuel. When Moses
handed over his charge to
Joshua to lead the Israelites into
Canaan, he blessed him with
the anointing of the Spirit. The
bible says that Joshua was filled
up with the Holy Spirit....

(....to be continued)
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Intercession India

‘E‘\{:ﬁ' Standing in the Gap - Erskis! : 12:30
Intercession India is a registered
Christian Ministry as Trust & Society
in Kerala since 1991 having FCRA
Registration from the ministry of
Home Affairs, New Delhi since
1994. As a ministry it has completed
25 years of successful service to
the poor and needy of the society
irrespective of caste, creed or the
religious background of the people,
fulfilling the great commission of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Intercession India was founded
by Pastor John K. Chacko, who
hails in kerala. Pastor E.V.Kurien
is the General secretary and Pastor
Sajan Varughese is working as a
coordinator. The Ministry has three
orphanages, five churches and good
books centre dedicated to Christian
literature. Other missions include
Child Survival Project, Hospital
Ministry, Home to the Homeless
alon with other initiatives.

Pray and support dlhgently for our
ministry.

Contact Address in India
Intercession India Trust
1-Amarjyothy Complex,

South Pampady, Kottayam,
Kerala, India, Pin: 686521, Tel:
0091 9495214705,

0091 4812506075
intercessionindiatrust@gmail.com
www.intercessionindia.org
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Indeed, it's a
great pleasure
to know that an
enthusiastic team headed by Bro.
Cherian Mathews is launching
a Christian monthly publication
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Pastor P.C. Varghese was invited as one of the Guest
Speakers to preach the Word of God at the IPC
Navapur Festival of Good News Convention 2017,
held at Maharashtra, India where over
3500 native people gathered.
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Ebenezer International

Holding Company W.L.L.,

EBENEZER

Growing in God’s wisdom

Ebenezer International Holding
Company W.L.L., with a
commitment to serve the
society in many better ways,
is growing with excellence

and passion. Enriched by

a futuristic vision to build

a responsible generation,
Ebenezer is paving new paths.

Founded by Dr. T.T. Thomas,
a highly successful and well
respected person in Bahrain,
who has more than three
decades of management
experience, Ebenezer strives
hard to enlighten everybody
with God’s wisdom. Mr. Jaan
Thomas is the CEO who
spearheads the activities to
fulfill a noble mission. Three top
brass educational institutions;
Ebenezer International
Residential School-Kerala,
Ebenezer Private School-
Bahrain and The New Indian
School-Bahrain come under
the canopy of the Holding
Company.

Out of the desire to contribute
positively to the place they
belonged to, Ebenezer
International Residential School
in Kerala was founded in
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2002 on a profound thought of
giving the state a benchmark

to look upto. The state-of-the
art school has students from
different countries, with refined
infrastructure and facilities

Mr. Jaan Thomas believes that
quality
should be
modelled
first in what
we run.
Education
can be only
acquired
through
hands-on
practical
experience
and real-life
challenges.

The New Indian School, Bahrain
established in 1990, is run by a
team of dedicated enthusiasts
representing a cross section

of the Indian community.

The School focuses on the
development of the integrated
personality of every child.

Jaan Thomas
CEO

Ebenezer Private School,
Bahrain is also an esteemed
educational institution , that
provides quality education in
British curriculum.
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Brethren parents living in USA
since year 2013 prayerfully
invites suitable proposals for
their son (29/ height 185 cm.). :
Born and brought up in Kerala, :
he has Masters in Business
Administration (Finance)

and currently employed in

a reputed Business firm in
California. He is born again,
baptized and an active

member of the local assembly.
Seeks proposals from parents
of God fearing, born again,
baptized and qualified girls.
Email:

jesustheredeemer2016
@gmail.com

Brethren parents living in USA
since year 2013 prayerfully
invites suitable proposals

for a suitable bridegroom for
their daughter, who is born
and brought up in Kerala,
born again, baptized, spiritual
and in active fellowship with
the local assembly. She is 26
yrs old, 5.6 ft tall, BSc Nurse
and currently employed in

a reputed Hospital as RN in
California. Contact with more
details along with recent
photographs (family photo
preferable).

Email:
jesustheredeemer2016
@gmail.com
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Matrimonial

Syrian Christian Pentecostal
parents invite proposals

for their only daughter
(32,5'4”,MSc) working in
Kochi from parents of God
fearing, Spirit filled and
professionally qualified
Pentecostal boys. Kerala
Matrimonial

ID - E2615270

Contact Numbers:

India:

0091 4842893823

0091 8281853165

Bahrain

00973 38172259

00973 36770627

Email:
samueljohn53@ymail.com

R.C Background Pentecostal
parents invite proposals
for their daughter (DOB
12.10.1990/152CM) BA.
LLB working withlegal firm
in Bengaluru, from parents
of Born again, baptized
professionally qualified and
employed boys.

Contact :

+91 9447534467,

+91 9207168691,

+91 9946775191

Dulux Bahrain

= alnajar decorative & design

PO, Box: 26833, Kingdom of Bahran

Mob : 4973 396673TE

17 73066, Sitra ; 17 736804
17 TE3TEA, Sitra © 17 736805

Tal. | Galmabad
Fax : Salmabad
E-mail : dulux@mazayacc

Website : ainajar biz | icipainis. co.uk | mazaya.cc
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Our Schools

The New Indian School w.L.L.

P.O. Box 33131, Isa Town, Kingdom of Bahrain, Tel: +973 17622350 Fax: +973 17622351
nischool@batelco.com.bh | www.ebenezerirs.org

Ebenezer International Residential School

Thottumalil Ebenezer Gardens, Ratnagiri, Pattithanam P.O., Ettumanoor, Kottayam - 686 631, Kerala.
School Office Tel : +91 481-2537797, Tel : + 91 481 2537783, 2538736, Fax : + 91 481 2536687

ﬂs»eé;,ggzag-&"=ﬂ info@ebenezerirs.org | www.ebenezerirs.org

Dr. T.T. Thomas

Founder & Chairman

Ebenezer Private School

British Curriculum
P.O. Box 82099, Budaiya, Kingdom of Bahrain, Tel: +973 17404118, Fax: +973 17404236

iyt 3 info@ebenezerprivateschool.org | www.ebenezerprivateschool.org
ESTD. 2006

Ebenezer International Holding Company W.L.L.

P.O. Box 82099, Kingdom of Bahrain, Tel: +973 17404118, Fax: +973 17404236, E-mail: info.ebenezerholdings.com
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